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My deab Fbieitds, 

Some time ago you surprised me witli an affectionate 
token of your esteem for my humble labours among 
you as your Minister. In return permit me to 
manifest my esteem for you by dedicating this little * 
book to you. It is at best a very poor production ; 
but it is hoped it will meet your kind appreciation 
as a proof of the earnestness with which a thorough 
knowledge of his high and holy commission was 
sought by 

Your humble Minister, 

THE AUTHOB. 



To 
Certain Members of his Congregation^ 
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EEEATA. 



Page 10, line 14, for God head, read Godhead. 

„ 49, „ 22, for torath, read water. 

„ 75, „ 5, for scene that da/y, read scene of, 

„ 80, „ 15 and 16, for so me, read some. 

„ 90, „ '12,^oicallsufficienoies,rQ2Aall-sufficiency. 

" 112, „ 23, for these, read those. 

" 171, „ 22, for their demands, read the demands. 
Third Hymn, line 3, for the dying death, read dying 
the death. 

XM.US V)«^V*&AXa.X TT XXI TTCIO lOI 1UG\X. X XICU VTO110 

the Father, the Son and the Spirit, that 
mighty God. There the eye of Faith 
may see Him. The natural eye of corrupt 
man could not gaze on the awfiil Majesty 
of Jehovah, without bringing on us im- 
mediate death. But faith may view even 
the Almighty in His glory ; and the fear- 
ful brightness that surrounds Him only 
cheers our privileged sight. 
A 2 
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6 THE SHADOW XND THE SUBSTABrOB. 

In the perfection of the Divine essence 
there can be no division of Him into 
separate Beings. But there is a distinc- 
tion that can not be easily explained. 
There is in the Godhead^ the Father, and 
there is the Son, and there is the Holy 
Ghost. These distinctions imply that 
there are Relations, or as we say, Per- 
sons (Art, 1 of Religion), in the very 
same Godhead, which can be described 
by no other means than by such names 
as Father, Son, and Spirit. 

"The Father,"' and "The Son" are 
terms used in scripture not to express 
the relation that might exist between 
the Creator and any Creature; not as 
though " The Father" meant the Maker, 
and "The Son'' the Jirst and highest 
of His works. They are employed in 
such a manner that they can express no 
less than an equality or sameness of es^ 
sence, of dignity, and of power; having 
that only distinction between them which, 
in common conversation, is attached to 
the terms " Father," and " Son." Those 
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terms^ however, can convey to our minds 
but an imperfect notion of the nature 
of God ; for they imply, ordinarily, sepa- 
rate beings and a priority of eadstence, 
neither of which notions can be entertain- 
ed when speaking of " The Father" and 
"The Son" in God. With that diflference 
the terms " Father" and " Son" convey a 
very accurate notion of the distinctions 
in the Godhead, 

Twenty-three times, at least, "The 
Father" and "The Son" are found to- 
gether in scripture in the manner we 
speak of. Thus we find it written, " No 
man knoweth who the Son is, but the 
Father ; and who the Father is, but 
the Son, and he to whom the Son will 
reveal Him." Luke x. 22. In these 
words Christ teaches us that He was 
superior to all creatures. And, His su- 
periority consisted in possessing equal 
knowledge with the Father. And in as- 
serting that superiority. He uses the 
words "Father" and "Son," as names 
which could not be applied to any that 
did not possess equal dignity. 
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8 THE BHiLDOW AND THE SUBSTAlfCE. 

There may he passages in which God, 
without implying any distinctions in the 
Godhead, is called "The Father;" and 
His creatures are called His sans; when 
the relationship that subsists between the 
Creator and the Creature is all that is 
meant. 

But, in such passages as that above 
mentioned, that relationship is inadmis- 
sable. They describe "The Son" as su- 
perior to all Creatures, because equal with 
The Father, whether in wisdom, or in 
power, or in dignity : And they transpose 
the terms without the least intimation of 
superiority in one to the other. Twice the 
Saviour uses the expression '^ My Father 
and I." In the first instance, He asserts 
that He performs the same works with 
the Father, John v. 17; in the second, 
that He was one with the Father. John 
X. 30. Thus He claims not only eqtuil 
power, but also the same hdng. 

Very often — eight times, (Cruden,) He 
is called "The Son, in contrast with man- 
kind ; as, " The Servant abideth not in the 
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house for ever, but the Son abideth 
ever." John viii. 35. The diflferenee be- 
tween a servant and a son is not one of 
authority but of birth. The diflference, 
likewise, between " The Son" and us Ser^ 
vants is not one of power^ but of nature. 
Very frequently — twenty-four times — the 
terms " God" and " His Son" are found 
together. They also teach the same truth ; 
that the Godhead possesses a Father and 
a Son. And, compared with the term " Son 
of Man" so often — forty-three times — 
applied to our Saviour in the New Testa- 
ment, the most natural inference is, that 
as " The Son of Man" signifies a man, 
so ^^The Son of God'' signifies God. 

From the Epistle to the Hebrews, as 
well from numerous other passages, we 
learn that Christ had another existence 
previous to His appearing on earth. And, 
with reference to that existence. He is 
called "The Son." And as such a Son He 
is no less than the Father. 

"The Son," however, is not the only 
term used in this epistle to explain the re- 
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latioDship that is between the Father and 
Christ. " The express Image of His Per- 
souy'' Heb. i. 3. and " The Brightness of 
His glory,'' Heb. i. 3. are also used to 
convey the same notion. The first teaches 
ns that "The Son'* is distinct from "The 
Father." The second informs us their 
essence is the same. The Son corresponds 
with the Father^ as an impression corres- 
ponds with a seal. The Son issues from 
the Father^ as light issues from the sun. 
The same may be said of the Holy Spirit. 
We learn of Him, also, that He is in the 
Godhead, distinct from the Father and 
the Son ; but the same God with both. 
Issuing from both, as the Spirit of a Man 
issues from man: And so called ^'The 
Spirit of (Rom. viii. 9.) either ; bring in 
the Godhead as distinct from the Father , 
as the spirit in a man is distinct from 
his Jlesh. 

But when we say " as distinct," we 
do not mean that there is a perfect 
similarity: there is such a similar dis- 
tinction, as that which we have seen. 
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with regard to the Father and the Son^ 
as compared with a man and his son. 
"The Spirit" is neither a godly dispo- 
sition in believers, nor an attribute of God: 
but one that possesses attributes Himself, 
and is distinct from the Father and the 
Son, but related to both in a manner 
which can only be explained by calling 
Him Their Spirit. And that title teaches 
us at the same time. His Unity with 
them, and His Distinction from them. 

The Epistle to the Hebrews commences 
with language evidently in accordance 
with what we have just stated. It pre^ 
supposes that they to whom it was direct- 
ed were well informed about those truths. 
" The first principles of the oracles of 
God," Heb. v. 12., they had certainly been 
taught. And " The principles of the 
doctrine of Christ," Heb. vi. 1., they knew. 
The epistle, therefore, does not, like other 
portions of scripture, devote any time to 
the eooplanation of those facts. But, pro- 
ceeding from what was already sufficient- 
ly knovm, it unfolds other most important 
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mysteries. And in doing so it begins, as 
we remarked, with language beautifully 
though briefly implying all that we have 
stated above. ^^God, Who at sundry times 
and in divers manners^ spake in time past 
unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in 
these last days spoken unto us by His 
Son, Whom He hath appointed Heir of all 
things, by Whom also He made the worlds. 
Who being the Brightness of His glory 
and the Express Image of His Person, 
and upholding all things by the word of 
His power, when He had by Himself 
purged our sins, sat down on the right 
hand ofthe Majesty on high." Heb.i. 1—3. 
There was a time when creation was 
invisible and unknown. God in His own 
perfection found infinite peace, immeasur- 
able joy. It was before a creature learn- 
ed to mark the lapse of time. The Son 
was then " The brightness of the Triune 
Jehovah's glory, and the express Image 
of His Person." He was in God; not 
separate from God. But as God will 
shine out, and as His Image will be seen. 
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the Son is that shiniDg out and that 
manifestation. Issuing from the God- 
head as the light issues from the sun; 
corresponding with the Father, in equal 
and the same attributes^ as the impression 
corresponds with the seal, He is the 
Father's Son, He is the Godhead's glori- 
ous Effulgence and Personal Expression, 
D'Oyly and Mant on Heb. i. 3, 

In His unfathomable wisdom God deter- 
mined on creation. And while each of the 
Three is said to have been the Creator, this 
appears to have been actually the order ; 
the Father willed, the Son commanded, 
and the Spirit performed the mighty work. 
Thus empty space became filled with 
countless creatures. Archangels and 
Angels, Cherubim and Seraphim, and 
Creatures, without names, possessed of 
numberless degrees of life and animation, 
of instinct, of intellect, and reason ; and 
amongst them mankind and the animals 
of this globe, to the smallest insects and 
animalculse, with all the worlds in 
which they live, obeyed the creating 
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summons of the Lord^ and sprang into 
existence. Our little globe is but a 
speck in the universal frame. The 
human race is but an atom amid the 
the countless hosts of living beings made 
by Jehovah's power. The sun, the planets^ 
and the stars, that blaze and shine and 
glitter in their orbits, are doubtless 
tenanted by reasoning creatures. And 
surely from every point in the universe 
beings, with intellects like ours, adore the 
Mighty God. "Lift up your eyes on 
high, and behold who hath created 
these things, that bringeth out their host 
by number." Isa. xl. 26. 

Let " Faith" be now " The evidence of 
things not seen," and you shall perceive 
the Son of God, " Sitting upon the circle 
of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof 
are as grasshoppers," Isa. xl. 22; "He 
stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, 
and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell 
in." He " Hath measured the waters in 
the hollow of His hand, and meted out 
heaven with a span, and comprehended 
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w 

the dust of the earth in a measure^ and 
weighed the mountains in scales, and the 
hills in a balance." Isa. xl. 12. He is 
^^The Creator of the ends of the earth." 
For unto Him it was said, " Thou Lord 
in the beginning hast laid the foundation 
of the earth ; and the heavens are the 
works of Thine Hands : they shall perish^ 
but Thou remainest : and they all shall 
wax old as doth a garment; and as a 
vesture shall Thou fold them up, and they 
shall be changed : but Thou art the same 
and Thy years shall not fail." Heb. i. 
10—12. 

Through ages past we turn back our 
thoughts, and, with the eye of faith, look 
up to God before the Universe sprung 
into being. From the midst of the Deity 
a Splendour bursts forth, ^^ A consuming 
fire/' a Blaze defying the comprehension 
of the mind or the language of the tongue : 
it is the Son of God. A " Likeness re- 
veals Itself, and when we see It, we 
see the Father also." It is His Express 
Image. It is God the Son. At His com- 
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mand creation rises into life, the Word 
that commands it is the Son of God. 
We see Him in the Godhead, enthroned 
in all the majesty of the Almighty, roll- 
ing at His feet spheres and globes, 
planets and stars, " Upholding all things 
by the word of His power," and adored 
by those to whom He gave reason and 
understanding. 

Creation may be divided into several 
classes; for example, into reasoning 
and not-reasoning, animate and inani- 
mate things. But we shall only 
consider it as twofold ; namely. Reason- 
ing creatures and not-reasoning things. 
God exercises also a twofold govern- 
ment; one over all things, which is His 
naft^ra^ government, the other over His 
intellectual creatures, which is His moral 
government. 

By His natural government He rules 
creation as a vast machine, whose parts 
obey His mandates as a ship obeys 
the wind, as a watch obeys its 
spring, as a train its engine. By His 
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moral government He rules His intellect 
tual creatures as a Kifig over his subjects. 
These — His intellectual creatures— are 
good and evil spirits, and men. Over 
them God exercises a moral government ; 
that is, a government in which He annexes 
pain to sinful acts and pleasure to ffood 
acts in their power to do or forbear ; and 
gives them notice of this appointment be- 
forehand. Butler, Part 1. ch. 2. 

Under such a government mankind were 
placed. In our representatives, Adam and 
Eve, we were laid under God's moral rule. 
The words addressed by the Lord to 
them as soon as they were made, are a 
simple exemplification of the definition of 
a moral government given above. 

With a prescience of the future, as vivid 
and distinct as His memory of the past, God 
foresaw the /aW, and provided for it. 
With God it is as easy to foresee the future 
acts otfree creatures as it is to remember 
their past actions. (Reid on the powers of 
the Human Mind.) 

The Salvation of mankind was in- 
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volved in the conduct of Adam. When 
he sinned^ death entered into the worlds 
and spread over every member of his 
family; not merely temporal but 
eternal death also. And as the punish- 
ment of sin is universal^ so is the 
corruption of sin. ^^ All have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God." Rom. 
iii. 23. "We all were, by nature^ the 
Children of wrath, even as others." "The 
heart," that is, every one's heart, "is 
deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked.^' Jer. xvii. 9. 

Thus, not only by our own sins, but 
also by that of Adam, and the cor- 
ruption derived from him, we all have 
incurred eternal displeasure. And there-* 
fore the Apostle tells us it is absolutely 
necessary for every one to be holy; 
"Without which no man shall see the 
Lord," Heb. xii. 14. ; and our Saviour 
requires every one, without exception, 
to "be born again^ By the fall, there- 
fore, the whole world was shut out from 
heaven and condemned to hell. The 
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punishment could not be immediately 
executed ; for then we should be annihi-^ 
lated. It was, however, due immediately. 
And, as far as we were concerned, there 
was no means of escape. Nothing that 
we could do could now redeem the past, 
We can never do more than we are bound 
to do at any giv^n moment. And there- 
fore, present obedience could not make up 
for past disobedience. It rested with God 
aloney by His unfathomable wisdom and 
infinite power, to recover, as well as 
to create, man. 

What a solemn, what a sad position 
was that in which we now stood ! Six 
thousand years have well nigh elapsed 
since the fall. And, during that time, 
thousands of millions of human beings 
have lived and died. To Him, who 
rules the wide expanse of space, with 
it's countless worlds and hosts of crea- 
tures, such numbers are insignificant. 
But to us it must be appalling to reflect, 
that every one of that vast multitude was 
under sentence of eternal death, Wh^n 
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we know that each of them was one of 
ourselves^ how can we reflect without a 
shudder on the terrible doom to which 
we all were exposed ? And if the awful 
punishment to which we were on the 
point of being consigned, were laid open 
to our view, what a wail, what a bitter 
cry of woe, what a piercing shriek of 
agony would rend the sky ! 

Gladly would we be convinced that such 
descriptions of eternal suflfering are ea;^ 
aggerated. Alas, we cannot reach the 
truth. And no words can paint the horrors 
of the lost in their proper colours. Burn- 
ing in soul and body ; distracted with the 
stings of a remorsless conscience ; utter- 
ing the most awful blasphemies, the most 
revolting language from the most vicious 
hearts, shrieking as every lash from the 
Almighty rent us ; and more terrible in- 
finitely than all, without the least hope of 
deliverance to come, we all should have 
descended into hell, convulsing almost 
heaven with our screams, and almost 
terrifying the devils with our groans. 
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The whole world lay thus awaiting their 
terrible doom. In the persons of our 
first parents we stood expecting God's 
awful sentence. But ere He came to 
sentence He determined to spare. And 
before the sword of Almighty vengeance 
could descend to destroy us, the shield of 
indestructible grace was lifted to save us. 

While the temptation lasted, God with- 
drew His Presence. But when the guilty 
transgressors, conscience-stricken and 
self-abased, hid themselves, as they 
thought, from the sight of their offended 
Maker, God then appeared. For what ? 
To consign them to their doom ? No: but 
to give them a promise of salvation. 

Was then the word of God broken? 
And had his truthfulness betrayed the 
weakness of his creatures ? How solemnly, 
how decidedly He warned them of the 
consequence of transgressing His law. 
Now Himself comes to proclaim mercy 
and not death. And was it true which Sa- 
tan urged ? And, after all, did the serpent 
cause no harm on earth, no pain in 
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heaven? In the great covenant of re 
demption shall we discover that sin brings 
no sufferings though God's veracity be 
pledged ? And, in the duteous strife of 
godliness with evil on earth, shall repro- 
bates exult and say ; God may threaten, 
but He is too merciful to punish ; and we 
may indulge every passion that pleases 
us, without incurring any pain or penalty 
from our Creator ? Is Satan, after all, 
our best adviser ? And shall we follow 
his wicked promptings, and our sinful ap- 
petites, relying on God's being too mild 
to carry out His fearful threatenings ? 

If God could pledge His truthful- 
ness, and not redeem His pledge, then 
God would cease to be. (Bp. Hopkins.) It 
was not them that He feared to strike 
when His Arm was lifted for the blow. 
It was not that He meant to deceive 
those who as yet could not deceive Him, 
when He solemnly warned them to obey 
Him. No : the truth of God must stand 
immoveable and eternal as Himself. 
The wrath of God has descended with 
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all it's terrible mighty and the bolt of 
the Omnipotent*s vengeance has been 
shot, and yet we escape, because God 
has found a way by which to fulfil His 
threatening, and at the same time to 
spare the guilty* Himself undertook to 
save us. And in doing so. He freely re- 
moved the penalty of eternal death; 
graciously offers to receive us back to 
Himself; takes on Himself all our iniqui* 
ties; changes our corrupt hearts; and 
restores us to a better paradise than we 
left, a better existence than we forfeited^ 
and greater glory than we could have 
enjoyed before. 

Ere the storms moaned, or the ocean 
heaved and sighed, before the stars glit- 
tered in their spheres, or the sun gleamed 
forth in gorgeous light, a Council of the 
the Triune Jehovah sat on the hopes and 
fears of man. In that Council it was de- 
termined to save US; but the glory of 
our redemption should be given to none 
in heaven or earth ; God Himself would 
have the praise of our salvation. 
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Then it was that God resolved to set up 
a new kind of Kingdom, and to establish a 
new species of Lordship. It was decreed 
that there should be a Mediatorial Man- 
archy; and that all creation should be 
put in subjection to Him. This would 
be a new kind of Kingdom^ because^ 
hitherto^ God ruled without any one ie- 
tween Him and His Creatures. But^ in 
order to recover man^ God appointed a 
Mediatorial King. 

It would be inconsistent with the order 
of the Godhead that the Father should be 
the Mediator ; for then He should de- 
scend beneath the Son. The Son only 
was suited to undertake this work. Be- 
ing already second to the Father^ it would 
be no violation of order for Him to un- 
dertake a position in which He should be 
between the Father and the world, or, 
rather, in which He should be a connect^ 
ing link between the Creator and His 
creatures. To call Him a Mediatorial 
King, as if He were a distinct being from 
God, does not give us a correct notion of 
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His office. He is rather the connecting 
bond that unites ns both. But He as- 
sumes^ as our Mediator^ a position per- 
fectly different from His original position 
as our Creator. And with reference to 
that position. He is called the ^^One 
Mediator between God and man, the 
man Christ Jesus." 

To that appointment of our Lord to be 
our Mediator, the Apostle alludes in these 
words, " Whom He hath appointed Heir 
of all things." "God, who at sundry 
times," he says, "and in divers man- 
ners, spake in time past unto the fathers 
by the prophets, hath in these last days 
spoken unto us by His Son, Whom He 
hath appointed Heir of all things." Heb. 
i. 2. And again, he says, speaking in the 
words of the Psalmist addressed to God, 
and alluding to Christ, "Thou madest 
Him a little lower than the angels ; Thou 
crownedst Him with glory and honour ; 
and didst set Him over the works of Thy 
hands: Thou hsistput all things in sub- 
jection under His feet." Heb. ii.^ 7, 8. 

B 
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We may observe this same appointment 
frequently noticed in other parts of scrip- 
ture likewise- So this same Apostle says, 
" It pleased the Father that in Hinij' that 
is, the Son, '^ should all fulness dwell : 
and having made peace through the 
Blood of His Cross, by Him to reconcile 
all things unto Himself ; by Him, I say, 
whether they be things in earth, or things 
in heaven." Col i. 19, 20. 

We find it again referred to, in words, 
than which nothing can be clearer, no 
language more explicit could be devised ; 
" Christ Jesus," " being in the form of 
God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God ; but made Himself of no re- 
putation, and took upon Him the form 
of a servant, and was made in the like- 
ness of men # # * wherefore 
God also hath highly exalted Him, and 
given Him a name which is above every 
name : that at the name of Jesus everg 
knee should bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in earth, and things under the 
earth ; and that everg tongue should con- 
b2 
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fess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father." Phil. ii. 6—11. 
As " Taking the form of a servant^'' and 
*^The likeness of men," means that He 
actually became a servant and a man ; so 
" The form of God'' implies actually the 
nature of God. Christ was God^ as truly, 
because He is said to have been " In the 
form of God^'' as he afterwards became 
mauy when He is said to have taken the 
form of a servant, and the likeness of 
men. (Bp. Pearson on the Creed.) He 
divested Himself of the glory of the God- 
head, as far as it was possible, and 
assumed a new position. In that new 
character, the Father exalted Him above 
every name, and put all things, visible 
and invisible, under His feet. Our Savi- 
our Himself refers to this decree, in these 
words, *' All power is given unto Me in 
heaven and in earth." Matt, xxviii. 18. 
" Father, I will that they also, whom Thou 
hast given Me, be with Me where I am ; 
that they may behold My glory, which 
Thou hast given Me, for Thou lovedst Me 
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be/ore the foundation of the world.'' John 
xvii. 24. 

Oh^ what mysterioas imaginations this 
great scriptural truth is calculated to 
arouse within us ! Pause^ and consider^ 
the solemn fact ; and let our thoughts re- 
flect for themselves, on the matter, a little 
moment after we mention it. God makes 
an appointment to redeem ruined man. 
The appointment He makes is that of a 
Mediatorial King. The Son undertakes 
that office, and thus becomes a subordi- 
nate Monarch to the Father. And in 
this new capacity, not only earth, but 
heaven also, is put in subjection under 
Him, and He becomes Lord of men, and 
angels, and evil spirits. 

Oh, what an awful consideration to 
think of Jehovah, not only calling forth 
into being all created things, whirling 
into empty space the newly made sun 
and planets, to fly in their wondrous 
orbits, summoning into sensible existence 
the lofty intellects of archangels and 
angels^ of cherubim and seraphim^ and 
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mankind in numberless hosts^ in heaven 
and on earth; but to imagine Jehovah 
%mfold%ng Himself (if we may presume 
to speak sOy) into a new phase, and be- 
coming, not merely the immediate^ but the 
Mediatorial Monarch also, over creation's 
wide expanse ! Oh, for a mighty faith to 
realise that fact I to make it stand forth 
before our minds in the full power of 
it's truthfulness ! But let us reserve our 
amazement for another time : We have 
yet a more amazing truth to tell. Crea- 
tion's mighty Lord, below creation stoops; 
and, in the lowly form of a servant, and 
fashion of a man, expires and dies ! 

In assuming the Mediatorial Monarchy, 
all ownership over creation was vested in 
our Saviour. Of His connection, as Me- 
diator, with the rest of creation, we are 
not told much ; and therefore we know 
but little. He shall be, at all events, their 
Judge. Jude vi. and 2 C!or. v. 10. In as- 
suming our Mediatorship all ownership 
over us was vested in Him. The covenant 
entered into in heaven, made Him respon- 
B 3 
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sible to the Father for us; and tis respon- 
sible to Him. 

By His responsibility to the Father, 
He is bound to verify God's threatening, 
"In the day that thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die." Gen. ii. 17- As 
to the propriety of such a threatening, 
we are incompetent to judge fairly. In- 
deed most of God's ways are above our 
judgment. Nor need we say it was 
necessary to satisfy God's justice, as 
though God were an implacable and un- 
merciful God. We can form no adequate 
judgment as to what God's justice would 
absolutely require. But we know this, 
certainly, that God must be true, and 
that when He threatens. He must punish. 

He did threaten, as we have seen ; and 
the event actually took place on which 
He said He would punish us. In under- 
taking our cause, Christ therefore must 
provide for that punishment. He is 
bound to verify that threatening. In- 
stead of God doing anything merely for 
the purpose of gratifying His justice. He 
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tells us expressly, " I have no pleasure in 
the death of him that dieth." Ezek. xviii. 
32. But it is impossible for His truth- 
fulness to fail. And, therefore, in receiv- 
ing us into His hands, our Mediator is 
bound to see the threatening of God 
carried into eflfect. 

By our responsibility to Hiniy our sal- 
vation and condemnation are completely 
in His power. It is altogether His pro- 
vince, either to condemn us for our viola- 
tion of the law, or to make new conditions 
with us on which we may be saved. 

But while Christ is thus responsible to 
God, He is responsible to Him for a 
higher object still. To verify the threaten- 
ing of God was only a secondary object 
in the great covenant. It was, properly 
speaking, no end whatever in that scheme. 
It was necessary to provide for it. But 
the real end or aim of the Mediation of 
Christ was to satisfy the demands of 
God's grace, thereby manifesting God's 
glory, which is His supreme end in all 
things. That was indeed the great, if 
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not the only purpose for which the 
Son of God became Incarnate; to manifest, 
to the amazement of the world, howghri" 
ous God could be in the exercise of His 
Grace. 

In the same manner, with reference to 
fis, it was necessary to provide /or our re- 
sponsibility to a power able to save or 
destroy us. But the great aim in His 
becoming our Mediator was, that He might 
be able to make conditions with us on 
which we might escape eternal death, 
and enjoy everlasting life. 

Thus the eternal interests of mankind 
are completely and exclusively in the power 
of Christ as our Mediator. Thus He is 
our Judge; so we are told, "We must 
all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ." 2 Cor. v. 10. Thus He is our 
Ruler, *^ To us there is but one God, the 
Father, of whom are all things, and we 
in Him ; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom are all things, and we by Him." 
1 Cor. viii. 6. Thus He is our King ; 
"Thou sayest that I am a King." John 
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xviii. 37- And above all, He thus be- 
comes our Redeemer. 

As our Judge, or Ruler, or King, it 
would make no difference with us whether 
we met Him or God absolutely. But, as 
our Redeemer J we may, indeed, with 
gratitude, adore Him. 

Thus, therefore, He becomes our Re- 
deemer ; by which He undertakes to pay 
our debts, and rescue us from bandage. 
1 Peter i. 18, 19. He becomes our 
Surety, by which He engages to fulfil 
our duties, so He is called ^' The surety of 
a better testament." Heb. vii. 22. He 
becomes our Advocate, *^ We have an Adr- 
vocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous." 1 John ii. 1. (See also Bp. 
Hopkins on the two covenants.) He be- 
comes, finally and especially, our Priest 
and our Sin-offering. 

In short, Christ is ei;^r^hing, in being 
our Mediator, that we require, to save 
and glorify our bodies and souls. And 
so the Apostle says, ^^ I determined not to 
know anything among you, save Jesw 
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Christy and Him crucified, 1 C!or. ii. 2. 
''Who," he said a little before, "of God 
is made unto us wisdom, and righteous- 
ness, and sanetification, and redemption/* 
1 Cor. i. 30. 

Thus our salvation is altogether in His 
power. None can save us except Him. 
He can save the whole world. He, ww- 
aided and alone, can save all the human 
race. But there is no other way by which, 
even partially , we can 'be saved. " I am 
the way, the truth, and the life," He says, 
" no man cometh unto the Father but by 
Me.'' John xiv. 6. " The blood of Jesus 
Christ His Son, cleanseth us from all sin," 
1 John i. 7 9 so that we may be saved com- 
pletely by Him. *' He is the propitiation 
for our sins : and not for ours only, but 
also for the sins of the whole world,^ 
1 John ii. 2. so that every one may be 
saved by Him : " Neither is their salva- 
tion in any other : for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved.'' Acts iv. 12. 
Oh^ that this were felt and known. 
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were learned and experienced. Sinners 
have no Saviour but one; and that is 
Christ Jesus. All the Sinners in the worid 
have an all-sufficient Saviour in Him. 
Sinners, if we seek salvation, let us cast 
ourselves at the feet of Jesus. Into His 
hands commit our souls. On His media- 
tion hazard our eternity. Fling every 
hope, and put every confidence, and re- 
pose all your faith into, and in, His offers 
of redemption. Leave our salvation in 
His hands. Believe Him, receive Him, 
acknowledge Him, and confide in Him in 
all the oflBlces comprised in His Mediation. 
Give ourselves, now and for ever^ body 
and soul, into His charge. Depend on 
Him, by every means, to procure our 
salvation. Oh, that is the way to believe 
in Him. Fellow-sinners, if we have such 
faith, " Neither death, nor life, nor an- 
gels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other crea- 
ture, shall be able to separate us from the 
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love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
LoBd." Rom. viii. 38, 39. • 

In order to carry out all these objects, 
it was necessary for the Son of God to 
become Incarnate ; that is, to unite our 
human nature with his own IHmne nature. 
Of course, as Godj He could not bleed 
and die. He would not be ah Angel; for 
then perhaps He could not die for U9. 
But, ^^ Forasmuch then as the children 
are partakers oi flesh and bloody He also 
Himself, likewise^ took part of the ^am^." 
Heb. ii. 14. 

When it was determined, in the council 
of the Triune God, to redeem and save the 
world by the Son, it was also determined 
that the Son should effect that purpose 
by becoming Incarnate. " When He 
Cometh into the world,'' says the Apostle : 
that is, when He proceeded to carry out 
the work of our salvation; when He 
started forth from Heaven, (if we may 
use such language) on the appointed mis- 
sion, ^^He saith. Sacrifice and offering Thou 
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wouldest not^ but a hady hast Thou ^«- 
pared Me." Heb. x. 5. A body was 
prq^ared for Him. It was arranged and 
appointed that He should become Incar- 
nate. 

The Angels, indeed, are far above us, in 
purity, and wisdom,^ and power. They 
are ministering spirits, waiting on the 
command of God, and bearing His messa- 
ges to the remotest regions of space. 

But the Son did not become an Angel. 
He chose to become a man. ^^In all 
things it behoved Him to be made like 
unto His Brethren, that He might be a 
merciful and a faithful High Priest in 
things pertaining to God, to make recon- 
ciliation for the sins of the people;" 
and " therefore^ He took on Him the seed 
of Abraham^' He became a man. Heb. ii. 
16, 17. 

Thus He can be our surety, imr sacri- 
fice ; He can pay our debts ; He can per- 
form our duties; He can su£fer our 
punishment ; He can be our substitute in 
all things ; He can be our sir^offering. 



d by Google 



38 THE SHADOW AISH) THE SUBSTAISTOB. 

" Great and marvellous are Thy works, 
Lord God Almighty; just and true are 
Thy ways, Thou King of Saints." Rom. 
XV. 3. So sang the ransomed of the 
Lord. So they shall sing by and by. 
Standing on a glassy sea, mingled with 
fire, bright but paidful ; the emblems of 
suflFering and of glory ; and striking their 
harps, "the harps of God," thus shall 
they praise their Saviour. "Great and 
marvellous are Thy works. Lord God 
Almighty," we, too^ may now say, when 
we ponder on the wonderous work of the 
incarnation of the Son of God. 

" The Word was made flesh." Johni. 14. 
He left the brilliant throne of His glory, 
obscuring, for a while, the infinite splen- 
dour of His Person. " Below the minister- 
ing spirits*' He stooped ; and the Heavenly 
Host beheld with amazement the Eternal 
God descending beneath them and uniting 
with the lowly man. Creation trembled 
at His word, and feared to look on the 
glory of His face. But now the meanest 
creature may walk by His side ; may see 
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Him ; may speak to Him ; may even 
buffet, insult, and kill Him, for He is a 
man. 

He is a man, subject to all our infirmu 
tieSj but to none of our sins. He is 
"Holy, harmless, and undefiled, and separ- 
ate from sinners." -Heb. vii. 26. ** He 
knows no sin." 2 Cor. v. 21. He was 
perfectly holy. But He was tempted, 
tried, and subjected to all those afflic- 
tions, which are the lot of human nature, 
just like ourselves. He was " a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief \ " He 
was a man of labour and toil ; He was a 
man of pity and compassion ; He was a 
man who felt fatigue, and cold, and hun- 
ger, and thirst : He was, in fine, a mortal 
man. 

Fellow sinners. He became all this for 
us. Now, He can fulfil all the offices of 
that great work which He undertook. 
He can rule and govern us ; He can pay 
our debts, and discharge our duties ; He 
can suffer for our sins, and expiate our 
guilt ; He can plead for us, pray for us. 
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intreat for us, and intercede for us : "He 
is able to save them to the uttermost, that 
come unto God by Him." Heb. vii. 25. 



Of all the important oflBlces comprised in 
the work of our mediation, those of our 
High Priest and our sacrifice, are by far 
the most conspicuous. In themselves they 
are quite distinct offices from that of a 
mediator. But, in consequence of the 
condition to which we are reduced by our 
sins, those offices are so far identical with 
it. 

The Saviour might rule us as Mediatorial 
King, if there were no sins to be blotted 
out, and His subjects were pure and spot- 
less. The Saviour may summon before 
Him, as Mediatorial Judge, those who 
require no advocacy to prove their inno^ 
cency. But, in undertaking the mediation 
of mankind, two other offices devolved on 
Him. For we have sins to be atoned for ; 
we have guilt to be removed; we have 
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wicked hearts that must be ehatiged ; we 
have vUe bodies that must be fashioned 
over again ; we have flesh and blood that 
must be spiritualized and immortalized ; 
we have corrupt passions; we have de- 
ceitful It^ts. 

Mediation for usy as we learn from 
scripture, includes redemption from all 
these. And^ in order to be a Redeeming 
Mediator, our Saviour becomes our High 
Priest, and the sacrifice for our sins. 
Redemption or salvation in scripture is 
threefold; by price^ by power , and by 
substitution. The death of Christ com- 
prises the whole three. 

Christ was bom perfectly holy, and 
lived perfectly holy, in order that His 
death might be meritorious. His obe- 
dience during His whole life, to all and 
everg command from Heaven, was neces- 
sary in order to give His death its proper 
value. But it is in His death we find 
comprised all that eflfects our justifica- 
tion. Accordingly, it is called the price, 
by which we are redeemed ; the power 
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by which we are redeemed; and the 
substitute by which we are redeemed. 

With reference to redemption by price, 
Moses records the words of God ; ^'Thou 
shall give the money wherewith the odd 
number of them is to be redeemed^ unto 
Aaron and to his sons." Numb. iii. 48. 
With reference to redemption by power ^ 
we may adduce the well ^known declara- 
tion of the Lord, " I will redeem you with 
a stretched out arm and with great judg- 
ment.'' Ex. vi. 6. The sin-offerings and 
sacrifices for sin instituted amid the awe 
the glory, the majesty of Mount Sinai, 
exemplify redemption by substitution. 

We have now the words of the apostle 
Peter to show that the death of Christ is 
the price by which we are redeemed; 
"Forasmuch as ye know that ye were 
not redeemed with corruptible things, 
as silver and gold, from your vain conver- 
sation, received by tradition from your 
fathers; but with the precious blood of 
Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
^itbQut spot." 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. That 
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the death of Christ was the power, by 
which we are redeemed, we have the 
words of the apostle Paul ; " That through 
death He might destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil; and 
deliver them who through fear of death 
were all their lifetime subject to bondage," 
Heb. ii. 14, 15. 

Whether we consider the death of 
Christ as Xh^ price or Xh^ power by which 
we are redeemed, the vicariousness of His 
sufferings will be equally and completely 
established. That Christ suflFered in our 
stead will be equally proved whether we 
consider His death as the price, or the 
powerful means, of our deliverance. 

But our immediate concern is now not 
with His death considered in either of 
these respects. The Epistle to the He- 
brews represents His Crucifixion in the 
third and most important light, aa our sub- 
stitute, our sin offering and sacrifice for 
sin. The same epistle describes Him as 
our High Priest. 

These two doctrines are the obj[ect of 
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the whole Epistle. Their momentousness 
requires of us a very close examinatioii 
and a very minute description of them. 
While we describe them, may it be with 
that solemn feeling, which should result 
from a consciousness that every word we 
speak is about the Almighty. Let but 
OUT faith realize the truth and we shall 
feel as if walking in the glory of the 
Omnipotent, even in the darkness of the 
Cross and the stillness of the grareu 
Every step we take is on hallowed ground, 
though the Person who sanctifies it is 
an outcast, and rejected by man. And the 
shriek that rends the night-like noon is the 
voice of Jehovah, although it is the agon- 
izing scream of Jesus expiring. 

The mediatorial office, as it refers to 
us, includes the offices of a sin-ofifering and 
a Priest. In order to deliver us from the 
condemnation of God, our Saviour under- 
takes to provide an ewpiation for our 
sins, and a Iciest to present that expia- 
tion. And this He does by becoming 
Himself the expiatory sacrifice and the 
High Priest, at the same time. 
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In order to explain the manner in 
which He accomplishes those ends, let us 
set the Epistle to the Hebrews, and the 
Books of Moses side by side. In the 
Books of Moses we have the institution 
of sacrifices, and the priesthood. In the 
Epistle to the Hebrews we have them e<r- 
plained and applied in a curious manner. 
It is hard to decide which is the most 
remarkable; the institution of them as 
recorded in the Pentateuch or their ap- 
plication qs we find it in the Epistle to 
the Hebrews. 

The last mentioned work was written 
for the purpose of contrasting the Gospel 
with the Law, and by the contrast of 
proving the truth of the Gospel. And it 
will strike the most casual observer with 
surprise, to find that the contrast is of 
such a curious character. Instead of 
shewing that the Law and the Gospel have 
different aims and different ends to accom- 
plish, as we might have expected from their 
apparent discordancy, the Apostle declares 
that the end or aim of both was the same ; 
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and that what one gained in appearance, 
the other gained in realization. He 
teaches us, in fact, that the Law^ with its 
rites and ceremonies, was only o, figure, or 
representation of the Gospel. 

What two things could be more dis- 
similar in appearance ? In all that could 
impose on the senses by ea?feraa/ grandeur, 
the Law, in its institution and continuance, 
was the most splendid thing we can con- 
ceive. On the other hand, the Gospel in 
its institution and continuance, was the 
poorest thing, in outward appearance, that 
we can imagine. And therefore it is 
strange that the Law and the Gospel should 
be the same. 

During His ministry among us, Christ 
never was called a Priest. How could 
He ? He did not belong to the Priests' 
tribe, as the Apostle remarks. Jesus was 
His name ; and Christ was the only title 
He took. There was no apparent reason 
that He should be considered as the 
embodiment of the sacrificial ritual of 
Moses. 
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Turn our steps, for a while, in imagi- 
nation, to the wilderness; and in the 
midst of the pealing, and crashing of the 
thunder, and the flashing and blazing 
of the lightning, surrounded by clouds 
of terrible darkness, and pillars of awful 
fire, with innumerable Angels flying 
around us, and most fearful of all, the 
voice of the Almighty distinctly heard, 
and the emblem of His presence visibly 
seen, witness the Institution of the Law. 
Moses was in the midst of all that, and 
on the very summit of Mount Sinai, 
with the heavenly host around him, and 
the clouds between him and the people, 
he conversed with God as though he were 
speaking to a friend. Could anything be 
more sublime ? 

The Gospel does not pretend to rival 
the sublimity of the Law in this world. 
Everything that could make the institu- 
tion and continuance of the Law glorious, 
was employed for that purpose. Re- 
course was had to everything that could 
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impress the mind with awe, with terror, 
and with admiration. 

The Champion of Israel, by Divine 
command, had terrified Egypt and its 
haughty Monarch, by a succession of 
plagues that raged at his word, through 
the length and breadth of the land ; and 
ceased when he lifted up his hands to 
heaven. The whole nation of Israel 
followed him, in perfect order, with their 
families, and tents, and cattle. And he 
stood by the shore of the Red Sea, closed 
on two sides by a fortress and a mountain, 
pressed on behind by the Chariots of 
Pharaoh, thirsting for slaughter, and 
facing the raging billows. The cloud, 
the emblem of Jehovah's presence, stood 
between him and his foes, inspiring him 
with courage, them with dismay ; giving 
him light, covering them with darkness. 
By the command of God, he lifted his 
rod over the sea, and the waters of the 
deep rolled back on either side ; and over 
the bottom of the ocean he led his people, 
amazed at their safety. And when his 
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enemies pursued^ and almost reached his 
side of the gulph^ the waters rolled back 
again, and buried the whole host of the 
Egyptians. 

Thence he came to Mount Sinai, whose 
grandeur we have already described; 
and there he stood, in the midst of its 
majesty, receiving the Law from God. 
In this world, imagine anything more 
sublime, if we can. 

Then, as for the continuance of the 
Law, until the captivity, it was sustained 
by a constant succession of miracles ; in 
the desert and in the temple. In the 
wilderness the Lord sends manna and 
quails, and locusts ; he creates rivers, 
and causes earthquakes, and sends fiery 
serpents, and almost daily prodigies. 
When the Israelites were settled in 
Canaan, the Lord interposed in almost 
as glorious, just as wonderfiil a man- 
ner. The fire on the Altar, the wrath 
of jealousy, the Shekinah in the Taber- 
nacle or Temple, and the response by 
Urim and Thummim were all imposing 
c 
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events, impressing the believer with the 
deepest sense of reverence and adoration. 

On the other hand, all the wonders of 
the Gospel together were nothing in ea^- 
temal grandeur^ compared with those of 
the Law. Jesus came in humble cir- 
cumstances to visit the world. Nothing 
about Him could impress you with awe. 
From place to place He walked, doing, in- 
deed, mighty, but unostentatious works ; 
performing wonders that required the same 
Almighty power as that which cleft the 
sea, but seldom having any grand ex- 
ternals to strike the beholders with terror. 

A few Disciples, and a few Women, 
followed Him from tbwn to town. He 
had fled in His infancy, to all appearance, 
a helpless child from the fearful snares of 
Herod. ^' A man of sorrows," not of 
outward dignity, He wept by the grave 
of Lazarus, and over the doomed City of 
Jerusalem ; He sat down weary by the 
well in Samaria, and thirsted there; and 
as He breathed His last, " He was des- 
pised and rejected of men." 
c2 
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He lived in lowliness, and died in agony 
and shame. Could anything be imagined, 
in appearance, so much beneath our Lord's 
dignity and the grandeur of the Law ? 
Everything that could have made it ex- 
ternally humble, seems to have been em- 
ployed in instituting the Gospel, 

Remember, we are not now contrast- 
ing the Law and the Gospel as covenants 
generally. Nor are we contrasting the 
blessings promised in one with those of 
the other. The Personal dignity of 
Christ, from what we have already seen, 
was infinitely superior to that of Moses, 
because He was the Creator, and Moses 
was but one of His creatures. And al- 
though Moses was outwardly rendered 
by far more glorious, when He was com- 
missioned to transmit the Law to Israel, 
than Christ was when He came to carry 
out the New Covenant ; yet, in reality, 
Christ is as much above Moses, as He 
who "made the worlds" is above the 
works of His hands. Moses was but a 
servant, Christ was the Son over His own 
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honse^ which Himself built. Moses was 
but a man^ Christ was also God. 

Bat we are now taking np the sacri- 
ficial rites of the Law^ and endeavouring 
to find a contrast for them in the Gospel. 
Christ and His offices are to be contrasted 
with them. 

We have seen with what grandeur the 
Law was introduced, the most important 
part of which was the Sacrificial rites ; 
and how humbly the Gospel was institu- 
ted, the chief part of which are Christ 
and His offices. And yet the Law, 
especially those sacrificial rites, were but 
the Shadow ; while the Gospel, especially 
Christ and His offices, were the Substance 
of the same things. As the substance is 
better than the shadow, so is Christ than 
the sacrifices of Moses. 

Christ and His offices are as much 
superior, in real and substantial glory, to 
the Mosaic rites, as the latter were supe- 
rior to them in external grandeur. 
With all the apparent sublimities of the 
one, they were nothing but figures of 
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the true^ and shadows of good things 
to come. The apparent simplicity and 
nnattractiveness of the other notwith- 
standing, they are the true things/ the 
very blessing prefigured by the former, 
the very good things that were to come. 

Real substantial glory must, therefore, 
be ascribed to these, greater infinitely than 
the outward glory ascribed to the for- 
mer. In contrasting the sacrificial rites 
under the Law, with Christ and His offices, 
under the Gospel, we shall set side by 
side the victims and Christ ; their blood 
and His ; the Altar and our hearts ; the 
High Priest and Christ Himself; the 
Tabernacle and Heaven ; the Mercy Seat 
and the Throne of God. 

The contrast, of course, will consist in 
considering one as the Jiff ure of the other ; 
and the other as the antitype of it The 
Epistle to the Hebrews was written on 
purpose to contrast the sacrificial rites 
under the Law with the acts of Christ, 
under the Gospel. 

From it we learn that we, too, have an 
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Altar^ on which we have a sin-offering 
slain ; we,][too, have a Priest with a Taber- 
nacle to enter, and a Mercy^ Seat on which 
to sprinkle the blood of atonement. The 
Son of God descended from His infinite 
glory, and alighted in this world, as we 
may in a manner say ; here He took part, 
of our nature, and became also a perfect 
man. In this twofold nature He per- 
formed all the offices of onr sacrifice and 
our High Priest. He died outside the 
gate of Jerusalem, where the sin-offerings 
were always burnt. He rose firom the 
dead to enter Heaven. And thither He 
ascended with His Own Blood, and pre- 
sented it before God as our High Priest. 
So far, the acts of Christ were one and 
the same with the Sacrifices and Priests 
under the Law. But there the agree- 
ment ends. And as a contrast, we find 
that the legal rites were only shadows ; 
Christ's were the substance; that the 
legal rites were only nominal, and could 
really effect nothing; His were nominally 
nothing, but really effected all that the 
legal rites were supposed to effect. 
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Visibly, Christ had no Altar, was no 
Priest, was no Victim, had no Sanctuary 
to enter, no Mercy Seat to sprinkle His 
Blood on ; whereas, the Law had all these 
things visibly. But the legal rites were 
only visible while in reality, though in- 
visibly, Christ alone had an Altar and a 
Sanctuary, and a Mercy Seat, and was a 
Priest, and a Victim. 

The Law, of the Old Testament, is 
generally considered three-fold, moral, 
civil, and ceremonial. They were all 
united in the code delivered on Mount 
Sinai. 

For the government of the Jews was a 
Theocracy, until the time of King Saul. 
That is to say, it was under the immedi 
ate and sensible direction of the Almighty. 
The temporal, as well as spiritual affairs 
of the Kingdom were controlled by messa- 
ges from God as the King. Hence the 
moral, civil, and ceremonial laws were 
all comprised in one code, God Himself 
being all that our legislative, and execu- 
tive, and Spiritual powers are. 
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Thus, also, the worship of God was 
part of the civil obedience of a Jew. 
The moral Law is one that never can be 
abrogated. 

The government of the Israelites 
changed even in their own dispensation* 
The Ceremonial Law of the Jew has 
necessarily come to an end. But the 
Moral Law has never been, and shall 
never be destroyed. It enforces those 
duties on us that are naturally binding, 
independently of any accidental circum- 
stances. The civil law comprises those 
duties which we owe to one another as 
membevs of the same commonwealth. 
The Ceremonial Law teaches and enforces 
the mode of worshipping God. 

Whence it may be seen that the Cere- 
monial Law is quite a distinct Law in 
itself. With the Jews it was a most im- 
posing ordinance. The Apostle Peter 
testifies to its severity in these words, 
" Why tempt ye God to put a yoke upon 
the neck of the Disciples, which neither 
our fathers nor we were able to bear," 
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Acts XV. 10. Going hand in hand with 
the civil law,. it compelled the transgres- 
sor to obey its injunctions also. Every 
infiringement of the Moral Law also made 
the sinner obnoxious to this. It regu- 
lated even the domestic concerns of the 
Jew ; and their public and. private inter- 
course were narrowly observed by it. 

The Ceremonial Law, again, contains 
two grand and evident distinctions. The 
first regards the worshipper as a sinner^ 
and pi:escribes those means by which he 
may obtain remission of his sins: the 
second considers the worshipper as in 
the favour of God, and prescribes those 
means by which he may express his grati- 
tude or praise, his humility or hopes. 

The thank-oflferings and peace-oflferings, 
the wave-sheaf, tithes, and first-fruits, and 
other such acts as indicated a state of 
favour and acceptance with God, were 
the object of the second. The sacrifices 
and oflferings for sin, and bumt-oflferinga 
were the object of the first. To these 
the Epistle to the Hebrews refers. And 
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to them we now particularly apply our 
attention. 

They are easily distinguished from all 
the other acts of the Jewish Ceremonial. 
They are numerous, and varied to a sur- 
prising degree. But they have all a cha- 
racteristic, peculiar and remarkable. 

Sin, in every state, came under their 
cognizance. Original sin had its ap- 
pointed sacrifice. Actual sins had their's 
likewise. The indulgence of sinful pas- 
sions must be expiated by an offering. 
And contamination^ by natural corrup- 
tion, must be washed away with the blood 
of a victim. 

Every morning and evening, through- 
out the year, a sin-offering, or, sacrifice 
was offered in the Tabernacle or Temple. 
At the three great national Feasts, the 
Feast of the Passover, the Feast of Weeks, 
and the Feast of Tabernacles, there were 
Sacrifices and Sin-offerings, likewise, ap- 
pointed. And above all times, on the 
great day of Atonement, the iniquities 
of the whole kingdom, for the past year, 
had an appropriate sin-offering. 
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At the celebrated Dedication of the 
Temple, King Solomon had slain the 
prodigious number of one hundred and 
twenty thousand sheep, and twenty-two 
thousand oxen, most of which were 
indeed peace oflferings, but several of 
which were sin oflferings. Hezekiah, in 
endeavouring to restore the kingdom, 
had oflfered seven bullocks, and seven 
rams, and seven lambs, and seven he-goats, 
all sacrifices for sin. And, at the great 
Passover held by Josiah, besides the 
thousands of paschal lambs, all sin 
oflferings themselves, we find that thirty 
thousand six hundred, and three thou- 
sand three hundred, and five thousand five 
hundred oxen and small cattle, not 
merely for peace-oflferings, but for sin- 
oflferings also, were presented before 
God. 

These wonderful facts are sufficient to 
attest the great importance of sin-oflferings 
and sacrifices for sin. They were, in fact, 
the most conspicuous part of the Jewish 
economy. Scripture abounds in refer- 
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ences to those sacrifices. And in every 
discourse on religious affairs^ the offer- 
ings for sin are the very life of the 
whole subject. 

As described in Scripture, a sacrifice 
for sin implies solely this, a sacrifice 
wisely and graciously appointed by God, 
to expiate by vicarious suffering, the guilt 
of sin, so as to remove the punishment 
from the offender. By vicarious suffering 
we mean, of course, suffering instead of 
the sinner ; the sacrifice taking the place 
of the offender, and bearing what was 
properly his punishment, and the offender 
enjoying the security and happiness to 
which the innocent victim was ^ititled. 

This was more easily understood by the 
Jews, inasmuch as eternal death was not 
prominently threatened. The temporal 
death of the offender, was that which 
was immediately warded off. And there- 
fore the victim's life, which was only a 
temporal one, might be more easily 
regarded as a suitable exchange for the 
temporal life of the sinner. 
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But, of course, we are not concerned 
to discover an exact equality, between the 
suffering endured, and the punishment 
deserved. The person who was offended, 
that is,^ God, could appoint whatever He 
chose as a substitute, and be satisfied 
with any indemnity He wished. He, 
therefore, appointed those sacrifices, not 
because they were an exact equivalent, 
but because such was His pleasure. 

In every sacrifice for sin, a victim was 
put to death, and his blood shed. It was 
in this blood that the virtue of the sacri- 
fice rested. The blood was the life, it 
was said, of the animal ; for the animal 
was in every case hilled, and his blood 
taken in a vessel. The body was treated 
differently in different kinds of sin- 
offerings. But the essence of the rite 
consisted in the shedding of the blood. 



The first kind of sacrifice for sin, to 
which we shall refer, is that of the Pas- 
sover. And the original Passover is that 
which we shall consider. The destroying 
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Angel passed through the Land of Egypt 
one night. His commission was to slay 
the first-born. And, from two circum- 
stances especially, it is evident, that, 
naturally considered, Israelite and Egyp- 
tian were equally guilty of death. His com- 
mission embraced all. It was not because 
the Egyptians were guilty, and the Israel- 
ites innocent, that he slew the one and 
spared the other. No! He saw no differ- 
ence, and acknowledged none. 

The two circumstances, referred to just 
now, were the claim which God afterwards 
made to the first-bom among the Israel- 
ites ; and the institution of the Paschal 
Sacrifice, 

When the Lord selected the tribe of 
Levi for His priests and ministers, He 
said, they were to be instead of the first- 
born. And He expressly declares the 
first-born were His, because He spared 
them on the day when He slew the first- 
born in Egypt. " I have taken the Levites 
from among the Children of Israel, in- 
stead of all the first-bom ; because all the 
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first-bom are mine : for on the day that I 
smote all the first-born in the land of 
Egypt^ I hallowed unto me all the first- 
bom in Israel, both man and beast." 
Numb. iii. 12, 13. It is evident from 
this circumstance, that all were con- 
sidered equally obnoxious to death, other- 
wise God would not lay a special claim 
to them, on account of having spared 
them on that occasion. 

The institutipn of the Paschal Sacrifice 
confirms that truth. The blood of that 
Sacrifice was the only means of saving any 
of the first-born, at that time, from death. 
The commission of the Angel, was to 
slay all that were not sheltered by this 
blood. And no Israelite would have been 
spared if he had neglected this precau- 
tion. 

Now, in order to shew that this is an 
example of the definition which we have 
given above, of sacrifices for sin, it is 
necessary to make it appear that the 
blood of the lamb, which was its life, was 
, regarded as a substitute for the life of the 



d by Google 



64 THE SHJLDOW AND THE STJBSTJLSrCE. 

first-bom ; and thus, when its life was 
sacrificed, that of the first-bom was of 
right spared. 

The destroying Angel was Jehovah 
Himself; either the Son or the Spirit. 
Referring to the night on which He 
spared the first-bom among Israel, both 
of men and cattle, God says " All that 
openeth the matrix is mine ; and every 
firstling among thy cattle, whether ox or 
sheep, that is male. But the firstling of 
an ass thou shall redeem with a lamb ; 
and if thou redeem him not, then thou 
shalt break Ms neck. All the first- 
born of thy sons thou shalt redeem.** 
Ex. xxxiv. 19, 20. 

The ass was to be redeemed by the 
sacrifice of a lamb. There was, therefore, 
in that case, an evident exchange of lives ; 
for either the lamb must die for the ass, 
or the ass itself must die. And that 
explains what is subsequently said of 
redeeming their sons. 

There were, indeed, other kinds of 
redemption ;as by monejf^ and by exchange 
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of conditions. Of those we have said a 
little already. But, in ease of the Paschal 
Lamb, the redemption was by vicarious 
suffering. The redemption of the ass, we 
have seen, is. one that can not be denied 
to be by vicarious suffering. And that 
is sufficient to prove, that God was ac- 
customed to accept vicarious suffering. 

The redemption, in the case of the first- 
bom in Israel, was exactly the same. 
The life of the lamb was sacrificed, and 
that of the first-bom spared. Otherwise 
the first-born should have died. 

Thus, while the Israelites and Egyptians 
were equally sinners, and so by nature 
equally obnoxious to death, the Paschal 
Lamb" expiated the guilt of the Israelite, 
so as to remove his punishment ;" and 
that it did, ^^ by vicarious suffering," or 
suffering as an accepted substitute. The 
Paschal Law, therefore, explains our de- 
finition of a sin-offering. It expiated the 
guilt of sin, so as to remove the punish- 
ment from the offender, by vicarious 
(suffering. 
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Satisfied, because he saw by the blood 
that some one's life was forfeited, though 
it was not necessary to enquire whose it 
was, the destroying Angel passed by harm- 
lessly on his mission of slaughter, to ex- 
ecute his deadly message in those houses 
where no death was manifested at his 
approach. 



Of other kinds of sacrifices for sin, there 
were, at least, two classes ; the trespass- 
offering, and the sin-offering. The whole 
burnt-offering might, indeed, be consider- 
ed a third. But we shall only consider 
them as twofold. A special sin-offering, 
was offered on the great day of Atone- 
ment, but it could Bot well be called a 
distinct Class. There were, also, special 
sacrifices, appointed for the consecration 
of the sons of Aaron, and the dedication 
of the Temple, and similar purposes. But 
their significance depends on the two 
classes of which we speak. 

The sin-offering had reference to the 
transgressions of the public, or of public 
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men principally: the trespass offerings 
referred to sins of private men only. 
As sacrifices for sin^ they were precisely 
similar. They are described at large in 
the 4th and 5th of Leviticus. 

We take, for example, the case of a 
man sinning by violation of some com- 
mandment. "Though he wist (that is, 
knew,) it not, yet is he guilty, and shall 
bear his iniquity?" Lev. v. 17. The 
offender is here said to be chargeable 
with the crime, and liable to punishment 
for it. He must bring, we are told, a 
ram, for a trespass offering. And by the 
death of the ram, the priest makes an 
atonement for him ; that is, as the word 
"atonement" here signifies, an ea^ia- 
tion for him. Then, it says, his sin " shall 
be forgiven him." Here, therefore, we 
find, his sins are expiated, that is, the 
guilt of them is washed away, not by his 
own merits, nor by this as an act of 
obedience, but by the death of the Lamb. 
For the blood is plainly declared to pos- 
sess the power of procuring his fi)rgivness. 
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Or take another case, of a sin-oflfering. 
When a ruler sinned, we find he was 
guilty, whether he knew he was sinning 
at the time, or not. And so he shall 
bring a goat, and lay his hands on the 
head of the goat. By that act he meant 
to transfer his own guilt to the victim, 
as we shall see, by and by, in investigating 
into the nature of the sacrifice offered on 
the great day of Atonement. Then the 
priest took the goat, slew it, sprinkled its 
blood on the Altar, and burnt its fat. 
And having done this, we read, "He 
shall make atonement for him as concern- 
ing his sin, and it shall be forgiven him." 
Lev. iv. 26. The directions given in 
that chapter, read simply, and under- 
stood naturally, are sufficient to instruct 
us, that the blood presented before the 
Lord, expiated the sinner's guilt, by being 
received as a substitute for his punish* 
ment, which it removed. 

Lest, however, there might be a linger- 
ing suspicion that it was as a kind oi meri- 
torious act, that the o£fering a sacrifice. 
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procured for the offender the expiation of 
his guilt, we may turn to a case in which 
it is impossible to imagine any meritori- 
ousness on the part of the thing atoned 
for. On the great day of Atonement, the 
High Priest was commanded to sprinkle 
the very altar with blood, in order to 
'^maike atonement iovity (Lev.xvi. 18, 19,) 
and to " hallow it from the uncleanness 
of the children of Israel." The altar is 
here the thing atoned for; and it, of course, 
could not procure expiation .by a merito- 
rious act of itself. Atonement was, there- 
fore, made by transferring punishment. 

We are, for the present, taking the 
words literally, and supposing that all 
that was said to be done, was actually 
done, in the sin and trespass-oflferings. 
By and by, we shall see they had an 
instituted meaning. "They were institu- 
ted for the purpose of prefiguring that 
shedding of blood, which in an eminent 
degree possessed the power of purifying 
from pollution.'* (Magee.) But now we 
take the words in their literal, not their 
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figurative signification. And, understood 
so, we are plainly taught by them, that 
God would impress on the Israelites the 
doctrine of vicarious suflFering, or of ex- 
piating the guilt of sin, by a transfer of 
its punishment, from the oflFender to the 
animal sacrificed for it. 

But, of all the laws which demonstrate, 
the truth of this doctrine, that which 
prohibited any man's eating blood, is at 
the same time the most remarkable, and 
the most convincing. Whoever eat bloody 
whether he were an Israelite, or a 
stranger, he should be " cut off^," that is 
excommunicated. Lev. xvii. 10 — 16. 
And in no case whatever was it permitted 
to be eaten. Even to eat an animal in 
which the blood remained^ being torn by 
wild beasts or otherwise, polluted the man 
who eat it. And this prohibition ex- 
tended not only to those animals which 
were offered in sacrifice, but also to all 
beasts and all fowl. 

The severity, with which the Lord en- 
forced this law, renders the reason of the 
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law very important. '*The life of the flesh is 
in the blood: and I have given it to yon 
npon the altar to make atonement for 
yonr souls: FOR it is the blood that 
maketh an atonement for the soul.*' That 
is the reason of that remarkable Law. 
The blood and the life were the same : 
and as they were the same, it follows that 
it was the death of the sacrifice that re- 
moved the punishment from the offender. 
The animal, being in all cftses without 
blemish, had no fault of its own. It 
was, therefore, as an innocent substitute, 
that it was permitted to expiate the guilt 
of the offender, by itself enduring the 
punishment. 

It was not anything in the oflferer that 
expiated his guilt. It was not any act of 
his own that atoned for his sins. It was 
the animal's life^ poured out and shed 
forth, that atoned for his iniquities and 
expiated his guilt. By nothing else 
could the guilt of sin be expiated, for, as 
the Apostle says, ^* Without shedding of 
blood is no remission." Heb. ix. 22. 
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There was, indeed, one ease in which 
remission of sins could be obtained 
without shedding of blood actualfy. K 
a man were too poor to bring the hum- 
blest kind of animals, doves or pigeons 
for a sin-offering, he might bring an 
ephah of fine Jhur for a sin-offering. 
Lev. V. 11. — 13. and that, with some 
special regulations as to the manner of 
offering it, should effect all that was 
looked for from the sacrifice of animals. 

But, since that case is expressly declared 
to be an exception, it confirms the 
rule, for it was only tb be used in an ex- 
treme case : and then its efficacy resulted 
from its being a substitute for animai 
sacrifices. So that, after all^ the animal's 
life was the only expiation ; and it was 
still quite true, that, without shedding of 
blood, there could be no remission. (Bp. 
Patrick.) That is, without the sacrifice 
of one life, the other could not be^ spared. 

There is one sin-offering distinguished 
from the rest, and far conspicuous above 
them. The sin-offering presented on the 
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great day of atonement seems intended 
to collect together, in itself, the grandeur 
and awe, the importance and solemnity 
of all the other sacrifices. It was, in fact, 
a condensation of the whole sacrificial 
ritual. For, whereas, sacrifices for sin, 
were oflFered every day in the year, on this 
day the ^ins of the whole year were ex- 
piated. 

Not that they required a second expur- 
gation ; but that this was intended to re- 
present, in an especial manner y the cleans- 
ing of these same sins. That one sacri- 
fice could eflfect, on that day, what 
thousands of sacrifices had been e£Fecting 
during the year, had a special significance. 

That day was rendered remarkable by 
acts of the most momentous importance, 
not witnessed on any other occasion. 
That was the day on which the blood was 
presented on the mercy seat. On every 
other day it was presented on the altar 
only. On that day the blood was brought 
within the most holy place. On every 
other day, the sanctity of that place was 
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veiled from mortal eye; and the step 
of the intruder would be palsied by 
death.. On that day, it was enjoined^ 
that every soul in Israel, from Dan to 
Beer-sheba, from Syria to the sea, should 
be afflicted. " And whatever soul it be, 
that shall not be afflicted in that same 
day, he shall be cut off from among his 
people." Lev. xxiii. 29. On that day, 
the extraordinary sacrifice of the scape- 
goat was offered 

This was the great sacrifice of the year, 
by which the accumulated guilt of the 
whole nation, during that period, was ex- 
piated. A sin-offering of such extraor- 
dinary importance, demands, of course, 
special notice. And as its importance is 
very great, so is its description very copi- 
ously given in scripture. 

On that day four animals were selected ; 
three of which were employed in the 
great work of atonement. The fourth, a 
ram, was slain, subsequently, as a burnt- 
offering by itself. The three animals were 
a bullock, and two kids of the goats. The 
D 2 
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bullock was assigned to the Priest as the 
sacrifice for his own sins ; the two goats 
were intended to be the sin-oflfering for the 
people. And all three were united in the 
closing scene that day. 

The bullock was first brought and 
presented before the Lord, (Lev. xvi. 6.) in 
order that they might be accepted by 
Him. Then the two goats were presented 
in the same manner, (v. 7.) And as one 
was to be slain, and the other spared, the 
High Priest cast lots, (v. 8,) in order to 
decide which of them should be put to 
death. This done, the High Priest slew 
the bullock, and sprinkled his blood on 
the mercy seat, within the vail, and thus 
atoned for Aim*^//*. (v. 14.) The blood of 
the goat, appointed to be slain, was 
likewise then brought in, and sprinkled 
on the mercy seat, before the Lord, 
(v. 15.) Thus atonement was offered for 
the people. With the blood of both 
bullock and goat, he then sprinkled the 
Altar seven times, (v. 18.) 

And now comes the most important 
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part. The second goat, called the scape- 
goat, was then brought forward, and a 
most significant ceremony took place. 
The High Priest, we are told, ^^ shall lay 
both his hands upon the head of the live 
goat, BJid confess over him all the iniquities 
of the Children of Israel, and all their 
transgressions,in all their sinSy putting them 
upon the head of the goat, and shall send 
him away, by the hand of a fit man, into 
the wilderness." (v. 21.) 

A more particular account of this great 
propitiation, shall be given, in describing, 
by and by, the office of the Priest. 

In this ceremony, the three animals 
must be considered as one. The rite is 
one. The blood of both the bullock, and 
the first goat, were mingled together. 
The scape goat is brought in with the 
the other. And when the bullock and 
the other goat have been slain, the scape- 
goat is then loaded with their guilt. 

Thus the whole is one ceremony. And 
in it we have a ceremony that well might 
claim our wonder and admiration. No 
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ceremony could more distinctly teach 
us the doctrine of expiation, by a substi- 
tute's suffering, than this. The High 
Priest "puts " the people's " sins on the 
head of the goat." The animal " bears" 
their " sins,'' their " transgressions," their 
"iniquities;" every word expressive of 
guilt is used. And he bears them "upon 
him" into the wilderness. 

How simply, how fully, does this explain 
itself! Here is no room for question, no 
room for misconception. They declare, in 
the plainest terms, that the offender's guilt 
could be expiated, and the punishment of 
his sins removed, only by their trans^ 
ference to another. " By the high priest 
putting his hands upon the head of the 
goat, and confessing the sins of the peo- 
ple over it (with prayer to God to remit 
them), those sins were all charged upon 
the goat, and the punishment of them 
transferred from the Israelites to if." 
(Bp. Patrick.) " The sins of the people 
being thus transferred to the animal, it is 
afterwards represented to be so polluted as 
to pollute the person who carried it away. 

Digitized byLnOOQlC 



78 THE SHADOW AND THE SUBSTANCE. 

This is the only place in scripture, 
in which the meaning of the ceremony of 
laying hands on the head of the victim^ is 
directly explained.'' (Abp. Magee.) 

" The goat was sent into the most de- 
sert places of the wilderness, in token 
that the sins of the Israelites were quite 
taken away, to be found no more." (Bp. 
Patrick.) The transfer of the iniquities 
of the people upon the head of the scape- 
goat, and the bearing them away to the 
wilderness, manifestly imply that the 
atonement, eflfected by the death of the 
sin-oflfering, consisted in the transfer, and 
consequent removal, of their iniquites." 
(Archdeacon Daubeney.) 

Such was the great sacrifice oflfered, 
year by year, on the day of atonement. 
Amidst the nation, grieving and afflicting 
their souls, assembled round the taber- 
nacle, the victims were brought and de- 
dicated. The sins and iniquities of the 
people were transferred to them. A 
double victim died, enduring in his death 
the penalty of the nation's guilt; suflfering, 
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as their substitute, the punishment due to 
their oflfences. The second victim here 
took up the cause ; received the sin-pollu- 
ted, blood-stained hands on his own head ; 
and carried away the charge, the responsi- 
Ifility, the liability, and punishment on 
himself, into an un-known wilderness, to 
dark oblivion. 

With this great sacrifice, our investi- 
gation into the different kinds of sin- 
offerings terminates. It was by far the 
most momentous to the Israelites. It is 
incalculably the most significant to us. It 
publishes, in the plainest terms, the most 
sublime doctrine in scripture. " The way- 
faring man, though a fool, shall not err 
therein." So simply it sets before us 
the most awful truth that has ever been 
revealed. 

It was on this day, when this great 
atonement was made, that every fifty 
years, the jubilee trumpet sounded, pro- 
claiming freedom to every captive, liberty 
to every prisoner and bondman, and the 
restoration of his lands to every debtor. 
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The blast of the jubilee trumpet sounded 
on this day : " Blessed is the people that 
know the joyfal sound." Psalms Ixxxix. 1 5. 
Oh, what a trumpet shall sound, when 
the worWs great jubilee shall be pro- 
claimed ! " The Lord Himself shall de- 
scend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the Archangel, and with the 
trump of God'' 1 Thess.iv. 16. 

Various laws distinguished the various 
sin-offerings, and trespass-offering. But 
in no case could the blood be eaten ; a re- 
markable contrast with our Saviour's 
command, to eat His blood. In no case 
could the fat be eaten. There were so 
me sin-offerings of which the priest^ 
some of which both the priest and the 
offerer might eat. But, whenever the 
victim's blood was brought into the taber* 
nacle, neither priest nor offerer, could par- 
take of it. Salt was used in all; and 
leaven was excluded^ ivom all sacrifices. 
And no sacrifices could be offered any- 
where but at the Tabernacle. 

These rules may all have^ but it is not 
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necessary that they all should have a fill- 
filment in the sacrifice of our Lord and 
Saviour. But the general laws, those 
laws wbich decide the nature and essence 
of sin-oflferings^ have antitjrpes in the work 
of Christ. 

Now even, without such an authority 
as the Epistle to the Hebrews, we should 
still find it inevitable to conclude, that the 
sacrifices were instituted with a deep de- 
sign; that in themselves they were com- 
paratively valueless ; but as they served to 
foreshadow some " good things to come," 
they were of the greatest moment. " The 
good things to come," are the Substance, 
of which they were the Shadow. And as 
the Shadow of that Substance^ their value 
is incalculable. 

The sacrifice which Abel offered, teaches 
us, that sacrifices were instituted by God 
Himself, (Magee) immediately after the 
fall. The laws by which they were 
established among the Israelites, as the 
religion of their state ; and by which they 
were ordained to be the sum, and princi- 



d by Google 



82 THX BHiJ)OW JlSD THE SirBSTi.lfGX. 

pal part of their worship, declare them to 
l)e instituted with some most important 
design. God descended in all the glory 
of Mount Sinai, and ordained them. 
And now, these rites became the body 
and soul of the Israelites' creed. Their 
psalms and hymns, and spiritual songs, 
abound with references to these o£Ferings, 
as the sun in the firmament of their 
faith. 

Behold every man and boy able to 
travel, journeying from north to south, 
and from east to west to Jerusalem, to 
keep the great national feasts. The roads 
are crowded with companies and families, 
pressing, in holy zeal, to the city of their 
God. The inns on the roads, and even in 
the villages midway, cannot contain 
them. The very stables are thronged. 
Yes : the midnight air may chill many a 
sleeper in the open streets, and the bright 
full moon may cast its melancholy lustre 
on many a houseless pilgrim, many a 
tentless stranger. 

All this was done that the sin-offerings 
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and sacrifices might be witnessed. God 
never acts without a design ; much less, in 
this case, could He have done so. 

Nor shall we permit any trifling end 
to be held in view. That sacrifices for 
sin should be instituted by God Himself^ 
in all the pomp and majesty of heaven, to 
be the sum, and whole of His worship, 
and to be sustained by a nation's enthusi- 
asm, can not possibly have had a trifling, 
a little end in view. The design must 
have been majestic and sublime. 

As yet, however, we have said nothing 
about the laws relating to the Taber- 
nacle, and the High Priest or Priests. 
But, referring solely to the sacrifices for 
sin, how solemn, how awful, are the 
thoughts that crowd upon our minds! 
" In what conceivable light can we view 
the institution of sacrifices," (or the laws 
ordaining them,) " but in relation to that 
great sacrifice, which was to make atone- 
ment for our sins," to that "blood of 
sprinkling," which was to " speak better 
things than that of Abel," or that of the 
the law ? 
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The law itself, is said to have respect 
solely to Him. To what else can the 
principal institution in the law refer ? An 
institution, too, which unless so referred, 
appears utterly unmeaning. The oflfering 
up of an animal can not be imagined to 
have any intrinsic efficacy in procuring 
pardon for the transgression of the oflFerer. 
The blood of bulls, and of goats, could 
have possessed no efficacy whereby to 
cleanse him from his offences. Still less 
intelligible is the application of the blood 
of the victim, to the purifying of the parts 
of the tabernacle, and the apparatus of 
ceremonial worship. 

All this can clearly have no other than 
an instituted meaning ; and can be under* 
stood only in reference to some blood- 
shedding, which, in an eminent degree, 
possessed the power of purifying from 
pollution. In short, admit the sacrifice 
of Christ to be held in view, in the institu- 
tion of the Law, and every part is plain 
and intelligible: reject that notion, and 
every theory devised by the ingenuity of 
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man^ to explain the nature of thp cere- 
monial worship, becomes trifling and in^ 
consistent/' (Magee.) 

With intense delight, we, therefore, take 
up now the language of the Apostle, and 
say, those sacrifices were but ^^9i figure for 
the time then present/' Heb. ix. 6. The 
sacrifice of Christ was the antitype. The 
blood of bullsy and of goatSj was just 
suited to that to which it was applied, 
namely, " The patterns of things in the 
heavens." But, "The heavenly things 
themselves" required a real sacrifice. 
When Moses was about to be entrusted 
with the sacrificial laws, the Apostle re- 
minds us, he was shewn a model, or pat^ 
tern, by which his laws were to be guided. 
That pattern was shewn him on the 
Mount. It was the figure of real things 
"to come," "heavenly things themselves." 

The first Covenant was utterly useless 
in itself. And therefore, " finding fault 
with it," the Lord saith, "Behold the 
days come, saith the Lord, that I will 
make a New Covenant with the house of 
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Israel, ^and with the house of Judah. In 
that He saith, A New Ciovenant^ He 
hath made the first old. Now, that which 
deeayeth, and waxeth old, is ready to 
vamsh away." ' Heb. viii. 8, 13. 

The first Covenant was the Law : the 
second Covenant is the Gospel. The first 
was dedicated with blood. Heb. ix. 18. 
The second, likewise, was dedicated with 
blood. Heb. ix. 14. But, as the first 
was but " The Shadow of good things to 
come, and not the very image of those 
things," (ch. x. 1.) it was dedicated only 
with the blood of unreal sacrifices, of bulls 
and of goats, and of them', we are told, 
(ch. X. 4.) " It is not possible that the 
blood of bulls, and of goats, should take 
away sins." The blood by which the 
second Covenant was dedicated, was that 
of a real, effective sacrifice, " the body'^ 
(Col. u. 17.) or "substance," or "truth," 
namely, "the blood of Christ," 

In the eighth, ninth, and tenth chap- 
ters of the Epistle to the Hebrews, we 
learn, therefore, that all those wondrous 
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laws^ so awfdlly imposed^ were ordained 
for the special purpose of representing, be- 
forehand, real blessings, to be effected by 
the death of Christ, (ch. viii. 5.) "Who 
serve unto the example and shadow of 
heavenly things;" "that is, who serve 
unto a Ministry which is but an image 
and adumbration of the Temple in Hea^ 
ven." (Bloomfield.) 

The Covenant established in Christ's 
blood, is called " The second Covenant," 
because the death, by which it was con- 
firmed, took place subsequently to the 
giving of the Law. But, as a Covenant 
agreed upon, and promised, it was long be- 
fore the other. It was promised to Abra- 
ham four hundred and thirty years before 
the Law existed. Gal. iii'. 17. And, 
therefore, it could not have been carried 
out in accommodation to it. 

The Law was but ordained "for the 
time then presents It was devised and 
instituted for the purpose of explaining 
the nature of the real sacrifice, which was 
about to be offered for us, in the death of 
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Christ. It was but a teinporary ordi- 
nance; appointed at an intervening 
period; not given at the beginning of 
the world, but after many centuries had 
elapsed: not extending its sanctions to 
aUiiBtion&y as a real sacrifice should do, 
but merely applying to a small kingdom. 
The death of Christ promised at the fall; 
(ch. ix. 26.) slain before the foundation 
of the world, (Rev. xiii. 8.) -extending 
its bles^gs to all kingdoms, and nations, 
and ages, (Heb. ix. 27, 28.) was the real 
and effective sacrifice. 

The sacrificial ceremonies of the Law 
were, therefore, appointed, in order to ex- 
plain the nature of Christ's death, when, 
in fulness of time. He should come. Gal. 
iii. 24. And therefore, it is called " The 
Shadow of good things to come,'' for a 
Shadow is a dark figure^ or likeness of 
some real thing, and derives its existence 
from that real thing. It might as well 
be said the reality was made out of the 
Shadow, as that Christ's death took place 
in accommodation to the Law. 
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But, on the contrary, it might be said, 
with perfect truth, that the Law was 
instituted and designed*, in accommodation 
to the death of Christ, as the Shadow re- 
sults from the Substance. To it therefore, 
were applied all those terms that, in re- 
ality, could be applied to Christ alone. 
The sacrifices were said to possess that 
efficacy, which only Christ possessed in 
truth. And that was done, with the <fe- 
sign, that when Christ should come, we 
might understand the real nature of His 
ministry. 

There was also a special design in the 
appointment by which the sins of the 
nation for the whole year past, were 
atoned for a second time, by a single offer- 
ing. That one sacrifice on the day of 
atonement could eflfect all that the number;^ 
less sacrifices offered throughout the year 
had already effected, was not without an 
important meaning, and that numberless 
sacrifices should be required during ythe 
year, where one sacrifice at the end could 
have done all that they effected, had, like- 
wise, an important signification. 
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In order to impress the people's minds 
with the fact, that it was absolutely indiS' 
pensable that their' sins should be expiated 
by same shedding of blood, sacrifices^ with- 
out number, were oflFered all the year ; so 
that the rite was constantly before them. 
But, in order to teach them that this in- 
dispensable atonement could be effected 
by one all-sufficient sacrifice, the same 
blessings were said to be procured over 
a^ainy by the sin-oflFering of the great day 
of atonement. 

It would, of course, be absurd to sup- 
pose that our sins required a second 
expiation. And no such thing was m- 
tended by the ofiFering presented on the 
day of atonement. But it was necessary 
for us to believe that, " without shedding 
of blood is no remission ;" and, therefore, 
sacrifices were perpetually oflFered : and 
it was equally necessary to prepare our 
minds for the all-snfficiencies of the sacri- 
fice of our Redeemer, " once for ever** 
oflFered; and, therefore, on the day of 
atonement, one sin-offering was said to 
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effect all that the numberless sacrifices, 
throughout the year, had already effected. 
" By me offering He hath perfected for 
ever them that are sanctified." Heb. x. 14. 

Christ was then, in fact, and in deed, 
all that was represented by the sacrifices 
of old. "In Him subsists the thing 
(that is, the truth itself), the future bless- 
ings themselves, resulting from His per- 
son, work, and salvation." (Bloomfield 
on Col. ii. 17.) 

The paschal lamb prefigured Him; 
(1 Cor. V. 7.) for He indeed redeems us 
by the sprinkling of His blood on our 
hearts, from the terrible bandage of sin. 
Where that bondage reigns, the destroy- 
ing angel goes forth. The death which 
He inflicts is eternal and everlasting. 
" All have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God," (Rom. iii. 23, 24.) and no- 
thing can rescue us but " Being justified 
freely by His grace, through the re- 
demption that is in Christ JesicsJ" Rom. 
iii. 23, 24. The arm of the Almighty is 
lifted to smite the world with eternal 
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death ; but, wherever He sees the blood of 
His Son sprinkled. He passes by harm- 
lessly. And not only so, but He leads all 
such as are so sprinkled, from their house 
of bondage, and brings them to His 
heavenly Canaan. 

The trespass and sin-offerings repre- 
sented Christ. 2 Cor. v. 21. For on 
Him were laid all our trespasses and sins. 
He was charged with them, and being 
responsible for them. He suffered their 
punishment. He endured their penalty ; 
and thus, by His atonement, our sins are 
^^ forgiven" us. 

The sin-offering of the great day of 
atonement most wonderfully prefigured 
Him. Heb. ix. 12. For the sins of the 
whole world were laid on His head. " He 
is the propitiation for our sins ; and not 
for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole worlds 1 John ii. 2. ^' The Lord 
hath laid on Him the iniquities of us all." 
Isa. liii. 6. 

With the accumulated guilt of the whole 
world charged on His head, that head 
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our Saviour bowed in death ; and dying, 
poured out the blood. His life ; that ap- 
plied to our souls, by ^th, shall expiate 
us from all guilt, and remove from us all 
punishment. Rising from the dead, and 
ascending into heaven. He carried away 
our sins, to be ^' remembered no more." 

That we may know how necessary it is 
to be sprinkled with His blood, He is set 
before us in all those characters ; as our 
Paschal Lamb, and Trespass, or Sin-offer- 
ing. And we are expressly told, " There is 
none other name under Heaven given 
among men whereby we must be saved.'* 
Acts iv. 12. < His death should always 
and ever be before our mind's eye. It 
should be the hahit of our consciences 
and souls, to seek the expiation of His 
sufferings, for every sin, small or great. 
The slightest trespass must be atoned for 
by Him; the greatest sin^ likewise, can be 
forgiven only through Him. 

And lest we should suppose that Christ's 
suffering only once, might render it a 
hazardous thing to rely on that death 
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alone, for our complete redemption, we 
are reminded by the sin-oflFering of the 
great day of atonement, which prefiffured 
Him, that His thns dying once is perfectly 
able to accomplish all that ten thousand 
deaths could eflfect ; and we are expressly 
told that " We are sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for alV and that " When He had offered 
one Sacrifice for sins for ever, He sat 
down on the right hand of God. Heb. 
X. 10, 12. 

Our hopes of salvation should, there- 
fore, completely rest on the sufferings 
which Christ endured, when He bled 
and died on Calvary. Thus, Christ is our 
substitute. And, as such. He endured in 
our stead, the penalty and punishment, 
due to our transgressions. He expiates, 
by vicarious suffering, the guilt of our 
sins, in such a manner, as to remove the 
punishment from us. Heb. i. 3. Our 
sins are transferred to Him, (ch. ii. 9.) 
and our salvation is completely lodged 
with Him. (ch. v. 9.) He offered up 
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Himself as the sacrifice for all our sins, 
(ch. vii. 27.) He becomes charged with 
the guilt of our iniquities ; and our con^ < 
sciences are relieved from the stain and 
burthen of them. (ch. ix. 14.) By His 
death He verifies the righteousness of 
God, which threatened to punish our sins ; 
and by which, in consequence of our sins, 
we forfeited all title to " the eternal in- 
heritance." 

And as His death, in our place, removes 
the cause of our forfeiting that inherit- 
ance, all that claim Him for their sacri- 
fice, can re-claim Heaven as their rightful 
and lawful inheritance, (ch. ix. 15.) 

Thus the new, or rather the "everlasting, 
covenant," was confirmed by His blood ; 
(ch. ix. 15.) for it depended on His 
atoning death, which alone could put 
away our sins. When therefore He bowed 
His head and gave up the Ghost, " He 
put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself." 
(ch. ix. 28.) He becomes judicially pol- 
luted with our sins, which are confessed 
over Him, and charged upon, and trans- 
ferred to Him. 
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Now, let our faith survey the wondrous 
scheme of redemption. When man fell, 
God determined that he should be saved 
only by the sacrifice of Christ, in order 
to manifest His righteous abhorence of 
sin, while He displayed His boundless 
mercy ; that the universe might see, that 
in the exercise of His infinite love. His 
justice shall ever be maintained. (Dr. 
Nares, in Magee.) 

Look now ; what a solemn sight ! God, 
the Eternal Son descends to bear our sins, 
that He may indeed bear them away. 
But him does He bear them so as to bear 
them away ? Of human nature par- 
taking, becoming Incarnate, He bends His 
Body and Soul that the burden of our sins 
may be placed upon Him. The afflictions 
and sufferings due to them. He endures 
in His death. He is numbered with the 
transgressors ; He is made answerable 
for us : " He was wounded for our trans- 
gressions. He was bruised for our iniqui- 
ties ; the chastisement of our peace was 
upon Him, and by His stripes we are 
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healed." Thus he bears our iniquities, 
and thus He bears them away. 

Oh ; how can we view, without amaze- 
ment, that awfiil death! Who suffers 
there? Who bleeds? Who dies? Who 
cries, in bitter pain, rending the very earth 
with the terror of His agony, and dark- 
ening the very sun with horror? It is 
Jehovah, Jesus : the Heir of all things : the 
great Mediator, that in the eternal coimcil 
of the Triune Almighty, undertook to 
recover and save us. Now He comes to 
carry out His promise. Lowly and 
humbly He treads this world. Rejected, 
insulted, and despised, He bows at length 
beneath His Father's wrath ; and in the 
fearful hiding of His Father's counte- 
nance, while Heaven and earth forsook 
Him, and nothing but the agonies of hell 
were seen or felt. He dies. Mysterious 
death ! Mysteriously undone ! For while 
we wonder ; and ere, even, we can cease 
admiring, another earthquake rends the 
world ; and Jesus rises from the dead. 
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That Christ should eflfect our recovery, 
seems such a momentous announcement^ 
that we are apt to attach little or no im- 
portance to the various places in which 
He has been carrying out the several 
parts of that mighty work. And yet 
there are reasons which render it very 
desirable that we should devote a little 
time to a description of the scenes of this 
great undertaking. 

The sacrifices, according to the law of 
Moses, were not permitted to be oflfered 
wherever each offerer chose. The law 
not only prescribed the kind of propitia- 
tion which God would accept, but also 
the places in which it should be presented 
to Him. And like the sacrifices them- 
selves, those places^ in and on which they 
were offered, were prescribed in accomo- 
dation to " good things to come." 

Setting both the literal and spiritual, 
or metaphorical scenes, side by side, we 
shall find the proper way of redemption, 
through Christ simplified and circum- 
scribed. Even a slight review of the 
E 2 
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Epistle to the Hebrews will shew, that the 
places appointed by the law for offering 
sacrifices, represent most important facts 
connected with the real sacrifice pre- 
sented by our Mediator for us. One 
statute, ordained in reference to Jewish 
sacrifices, will immediately strike us as of 
great interest. It was ordained that the 
Israelites should present their sacrifices 
and offerings, of whatever kind, in no 
place but one. 

They might, if they chose, worship the 
Lord after the manner of the synagogue'y 
which exactly corresponded with the ser- 
vices in our Churches. (Vitringa.) And 
this they did systematically, and with the 
full sanction of their government, on 
their return from Babylon. (Ibid.) Their 
synagogues spread over all the land. 
And, even in foreign countries, where 
commerce or captivity carried them, they 
founded synagogues with their Presidents, 
and Elders, and Deacons. The very 
forms of prayer used in their worship 
therein, our Lord transferred to our 
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Churches, where He directed us to prfiy 
thus, '^ Our Father which art in heaven, 
fee." (Ibid.) 

But the sacrificial rites could Jonly be 
performed in one place. Whatever cor- 
respondence, therefore, there may be in 
the worship, of all the three places, the 
Temple, the Synagogue, and the Church, 
we never should regard the services of 
the Church in any way as antityjncal of 
the Temple service. The sacrifices, as 
we have already seen, had but one solemn 
antitype, the death of Christ, ^^ once for 
ever" endured. The Temple, or Taber- 
nacle service, in other respects, was simi- 
larly restricted in its antitypes. 

In the time of Solomon, the Tabernacle 
was replaced by the Temple. The only 
important difference between them was 
in the materials of which they were con- 
structed. And, as such a difference, of 
course, could not make an essential 
difference, they must be regarded as per- 
fectly similar. 

The Tabernacle, with all its furniture. 
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was a moveable building; formed in 
such a manner, that it could be taken 
. asunder, and carried from place to place. 
Such a building Moses was directed by 
the Almighty to prepare, as best adapted 
for the circumstances of the Israelites, 
in their wandering and mtmnff life, in 
the desert. 

The Tabernacle comprised a court- 
yatdy called ^^the Court of the Taber- 
nacle," with the Tabernacle itself. The 
Court was a rectangular space, fifty yards 
long, and twenty broad ; enclosed by jtn7- 
lars of shittim wood (a white, hard, and 
highly polished wood,) with silver liooks, 
from which curtains of the purest white 
linen were suspended. Their tops were 
covered with silver, and they had sockets 
of brass. The ffate was on the east side. 

Within this Court, at its western end, 
stood the Tabernacle itself. This was far 
the most splendid portion of the building. 
It was fifteen yards long by five broad. 
It was formed of planks of the same 
wood, closed with sockets of silver, held 
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firm with bars of wood, covered with 
gold, passiag through golden rings. Five 
pillars of wood, overlaid with gold, with 
golden hooks, and brazen sockets, formed 
the dow^ at the eastern end; and four 
other pillars, similarly overlaid, with 
golden hooks, and silver sockets, divided 
the Tabernacle, within, into two parts, the 
Holy, and the Most Holy, place. On the 
pillars of the door was suspended a curtain 
of blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twined 
linen, adorned with Cherubims ; and on 
the partition pillars was suspended a simi- 
lar curtain. 

This small Tabernacle was covered over 
with four beautiful curtains. The first 
was of blue, purple, and scarlet, and fine 
twined linen^ adorned with Cherubims. 
The second was oi goafs hair^ hardly infe- 
rior to silk, in softness and lightness. 
Over these were two other curtams ; one 
of ram's skins, the other of badger's skins. 
These curtains nearly reached the ground 
on every side, but where the door was. 

Within the Holy place, were the golden 



d by Google 



THE SHADOW A:SJy THE SrsSTANCE. 103 

candlestickand snuffers^both of solid gold : 
an Altar of incense^ of wood, covered with 
gold ; and a table, to hold the shew bread, 
likewise of wood, covered with gold. On 
the table were loaves of bread, in two 
piles ; called ^Aet&-bread, because it was 
sheum, or presented, to the Lord. 

Within the floly of Holies, or the Most 
Holy place, was the Ark of the covenant, 
a chest of wood, overlaid, within and with- 
out, with gold. The lid of the ark was 
called the Mercy Seat. It was a plate of 
solid gold. On the mercy seat were gold- 
en Cherubims, with outstretched wings, 
as if prepared to fly. Within the ark were 
the two tables of the covenant, the pot of 
manna, and Aaron's rod, that budded. 
The golden c^n^er was also in the Most 
Holy place. It was a cup of gold, with a 
stem and cover. 

Such was the Tabernacle, as referred to 
in the ninth of Hebrews. In the court, 
outside, stood the Altar of burnt-offering, 
and the laver. The altar was a large 
table, covered in at the sides ; it was sur- 
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mounted with a strong grate of brass, with, 
four spikes, called its horns, at the comers. 
Its pans, shovels, basons, flesh-hooks, and 
fire-pans, were all made of brass. The 
laver was a lai^e brazen bason, supported 
by a pedestal, which also formed a bason, 
into which the water flowed, through 
spouts, from above. 

Such were the Tahemacley its Court, 
and Furniture, as in the days of Moses. 
In Solomon's temple, and in the second 
temple, there were several things which 
differed from those in the Tabernacle; 
but they were non-essential. 

Now, imagine we see the Tabernacle 
standing in the desert. No cloud, but the 
Jiery cloud, specks the azure firmament 
on high. There stands the court, with its 
snow-white curtain^ suspended from its 
silver-topped pillars. There stands the 
altar and laver. And there stands the 
Tabernacle, with its rich and lovely cur- 
tains, its gilded pillars, and its mysterious 
sanctuaries. Arranged in perfect order 
the tribes of Israel are tented, on every 
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side, by their standards and rulers. And 
all around is the sandy desert, stretching 
beyond the compass of our vision. 

Oh, what a sight. As the burning sun 
of Arabia shoots his dazzling beams upon 
them, making the Tabernacle shine like 
a rainbow, with its curtains of varied 
hues ; making the Altar and laver almost 
to blaze with the brightness of the light 
reflected from them; and making the 
very sand move like the heaving waters 
of the deep^ and the tented tribes so many 
vessels sailing o'er the main, what so- 
lemn thoughts may crowd upon our minds! 
Pethor's wicked prophet saw them thus 
abiding; and in the fervour of his inspired, 
though unwilling admiration, exclaimed 
from the top of the mountain, ^^ How 
goodly are thy tents, O Jacob ! and thy 
Tabernacles O Israel! As valleys are 
they spread forth; as gardens by the 
river's side." Numb. xxiv. 6, 6. ^^ The 
Lord his God, is with him, and the shout 
of a King is among them." Num. 
xxm. 21. 
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The Tabernacle was the dioelling place 
of Jehovah. There He abode. And there 
He placed His furniture; His candles 
and His fire^ and His table and water. 
There He provides His food; His bread. 
His insence. His meat and wine. Not 
that He requires them for Himself; but 
His children do. And yet these children 
can not enter therein. " Poor creatures ! 
While we are most helpless, even while 
we toil and travel over this world, we 
must be outside our Father's house. 
Well, said the Apostle, "To me to live 
is Christ, and to die is gain.'* Phil. i. 21 . 

Now to the Court of the Tabernacle, all 
the sacrifices and offerings of the Israelites, 
were commanded to be brought. None 
whatever were permitted to be presented 
any where else. Deut. xii. 6, 6, and 
xvi. 2. There alone, their sacrifices and 
offerings could be received; and being slain 
near, or burnt on the Altar, and having 
the blood sprinkled on it, might be accep- 
ted. In some instances, the blood of the 
victim was brought into the Holy place 
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by the Priest ; and on one occasion, it 
was brought into the Most Holy place, 
by the High Priest. 

In all these cases, the body of the 
victim was carried without the camp and 
burned. This distinction, then, between 
the Court and the Tabernacle will help 
us much in discovering the signification 
of both. The Tabernacle itself, was a 
type of heaven. This we may readily 
perceive by these words, concerning 
Christ, " Christ is not entered into the 
holy places made with hands, which are 
the figures of the true ; but into heaven 
itself y now to appear in the presence of 
God for us." Heb. ix. 24. The refer- 
ence is of course, to the Pries fs entering 
into the Tabernacle. And "The holy 
places" imply both the holy, and the most 
holy places. They together were a fi- 
gure of heaven itself, where Christ entered 
at His ascension. 

The ark of the covenant within the 
Most Holy place, whereon the Almighty 
manifested Himself, and was supposed to 
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rest at times^ typified His holiness, in the 
unbroken laws it held; the mediation of 
Christ in the Aaronic rod it contained ; 
and the ewpiation of Christ in the manna 
it possessed. 

On these conditions was tHe covenant of 
old established ; that whereas^ the holiness 
of God has been violated by our sins, 
they shall be expiated by a Priest, who, 
by such expiation, shall supply us with 
eternal life. Hence, the laws were 
within the ark, which was the token of 
the covenant. Hence, the Aaronic rod 
was therein, typifying the mediation of a 
Priest. Hence, the manna was there a 
type of eternal life. And therefore God 
rested on the ark, to show that on such 
terms He would dwell in the midst of 
us. 

There was no essential difference, as we 
shall, by and by, see, between the Holy 
and the Most Holy place. Both equally 
prefigured Heaven itself. The candle- 
stick thus was an emblem of the Holy 
Spirit, who is called " The seven spirits 
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which are before the throne. Rev. i. 4, in 
allusion to the candlestick, with seven 
branches in the Holy place. The incense 
Altar, of course, represented the prayers 
of the people of <5od, which are always 
heard and seen by the Holy Spirit, and 
wait but 'the High Priest to bring them 
acceptably into the full presence of 
Jehovah. 

Such was the Tabernacle; and such 
its emblematic importance. Within the 
Ciourt of the Tabernacle^ all the Israelites 
were admitted. So we find the Psaknist 
saying, ^^ I will wash my hands in inno- 
cency ; so will I compass thine Altar, O 
Lord," (Psalms xxvi. 6.) referring to a 
ceremony connected with the Feast of 
Tabernacles, in which it was usual, on the 
seventh day, fqr the people to compass 
the Altar seven times, canying branches 
in their hands, and singing hosannas. 
(D'Oyley and Mant.) 

As all the people were thus admitted 
into it, the Court must signify the Church. 
As such, there could be no material diflFer- 
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ence between the people of old, outside 
and inside the Court. The whole Camp 
was considered holy. In the same man- 
ner, Jerusalem, where the Israelites re- 
sided during the national feasts and fasts, 
was all considered holy. It was similar 
to the Camp of old. During these national 
days, the Church of old was collected 
within its walls. And, therefore, Jerusa- 
lem is frequently spoken of as synonymous 
with the Church. 

The Court, though not literally, yet 
spiritually, may be supposed to have ex-- 
panded, and embraced within it the whole 
Camp of old; the whole City in the 
Apostle's time. Hence, the Church of old 
was called the House of God, because it 
was regarded as if collected within the 
Court. And the Christian Church, in 
like manner, is called the House of God, 
because it is regarded as if collected 
within such a Court. "Moses verily," 
we read, " was faithfol in all his house, as 
a servant, for a testimony of those things 
which were to be spoken after.. But Christ 
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as a Son over His own hause^ whose house 
are we'' Heb. iii. 5, 6. And again, we 
read, ^^Ye are come unto Mount Zion, 
and unto the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem^ and to an innumer- 
able company of angels, to the general 
assembly and church of the first-bom." 
Heb. xii. 22, 23. The Apostle here 
speaks of the Christian Church as if col- 
lected within a city, the spiritual Jeru- 
salem. 

Now the dtjfKoA the camp corresponded. 
But as our condition is not a permanent 
one, the Apostle afterwards prefers to 
drescribe us as assembled within a Camp, 
to intimate that we are travelling, ^^ For 
here we have no continuing city ; but we 
seek one to come," (ch. xiii. 14.) Christ- 
ians, therefore, may be regarded as col- 
lected within a spiritual court, expanded 
to embrace them. 

The Apostle tells us, further, " We have 
an Altar, whereof they have no right to 
eat who serve the Tabernacle," (ch. xiii. 
10.) In connection with these words, we 
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must take up and consider the preceding 
verse. " Be not carried about with divers 
and strange doctrines ; for it is good that 
the heart be established with grace ; not 
with meats, which have not profited them 
that have been occupied therein/' 

When the Apostle speaks of ^*the 
heart,'' being ^^established with grace, 
not with meatSy' his reference is plainly 
to the Altar in the Court, Hence, he says 
in the next verse " We have an Altar.'' 
The heart is the Altar. The heart of the 
Jew was his Altar ; the heart of a Chris- 
tian is his Altar. The Jew sought to 
sanctify his Altar with the flesh and blood 
of bulls and ^oats. The Christian's Altar 
must be sanctified by the blood of Christ. 
And, therefore, the Apostle says ^^TFehave 
an Altar whereof they have no right to 
eat who serve the Tabernacle." 

Continuing in the use of the same 
allusion, the Apostle proceeds, "The 
bodies of these beasts whose blood is 
brought into the sanctuary by the High 
Priest for sin, are burned without the 
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camp. Wherefore Jesus also, that He 
might sanctify the people mth His Own 
bloody suffered without the gate/' On 
the great day of atonement, to which the 
Apostle refers, the blood of the sin- 
offering was sprinkled on the Altar. 
From the Altar its guilt and impurity 
were transferred to the scape-goat. 

By the Altar being thus sanctified, the 
people themselves were sanctified. Hence, 
the Altar corresponded with the people's 
hearts. And so we often find the Psalm- 
ist, and other inspired writers of old, 
speaking of praise and thanksgiving, as 
peace-o^enn^^ and \hwAs.-offerings. The 
Apostle, retaining the same allusion, says, 
in this same chapter, ^^ By Him therefore, 
let us offer the sacrifice of praise continu- 
ally ; that is, iik% fruits of our lips, giving 
thanks to His name.'' That is. Let Christ 
as our Priest, present our thanks and 
praise to God, as peace-offerings and 
thank-offerings, from our hearts the 
Altar, which He has sanctified by the one 
expiatory offering of Himself, once for 
ever offered. 
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Holding exactly the same allusion, the 
Apostle had before said, ^'Let us draw 
near with a true heart, in full assurance 
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from 
an evil conscience, and our bodies washed 
with pure, water." (ch. x. 22.) He 
had said ^^ We have boldness to enter in 
by the blood of Jesus ; " for He, like the 
High Priest, on the day of atonement, 
"hath consecrated a new and living 
way for us through the vail, that is to 
say. His flesh : " and having done so, has 
sprinkled OMT hearts with His blood, as 
the High Priest did the Altar. With 
hearts thus sprinkled^ the Apostle says 
" Let us draw near." 

This explains the reason why our Lord 
commands us to drink His Blood in a 
spiritual sense, as well as to eat His Flesh. 
For as in every case either the blood of 
'the victim was sprinkled on the altar, or 
the flesh burned thereon \ and as the 
Altar and the heart correspond ; so the 
heart must be sprinkled with the blood of 
Jesus y and purified by Hi^ flesh. 
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In all their sacred rites, the Jews 
washed themselves with water. Christians 
in their baptism are washed conditionally 
and sacramentally with the Holy Ghost. 
Hence, baptism is called, "The laver 
of regeneration,'* (Titus, iii. 5,) in allusion 
to the laver in the Court where the 
Priests washed themselves. By the death 
of Christ, Christians become Priests, 
(because they are one with Him.) 
'^ Having, therefore, brethren, boldness to 
enter the Holiest^' the very Most Holy 
place. And, therefore, as Priests, they 
must be washed with water. 

Sanctification by the Holy Spirit 
always accompanies, and never can be 
sq)arated from justification by the blood 
of Christ. The Altar, therefore, repre- 
sented the heart of the Christian. The 
heart, of course, implies the whole man. 

Returning to the thirteenth Chapter, 
we shall now understand it better. " We 
have an Altar whereof they have no right 
to eat who serve the Tabernacle." The 
manner of expiating sins \& similar with 
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the Jew^ and with us. But the expiation 
itself is different. On the Jewish Altar 
were offered animal sacrifices and various 
kinds of gifts^ either havmg their blood 
sprinkled on it, or, if they were only 
ffi/ts, being burned on it. And of some 
of these the Jews eat, in order to testify 
their desire to be regarded as one with 
the Altar. 

On the Christian Altar is offered but 
one great expiating sacrifice, the Blood of 
Christ, which is sprinkled on it ; and of 
which we partake, in order that we may 
be regarded as one with Him. 

The manner of expiating is similar in 
both. But the natures of the expiations 
are so distinct, that they can not be united. 
And, therefore, they who seek in earnest 
to have their guilt expiated by the Jewish 
sacrifices, can not have it expiated by the 
death of Christ. 

Our Altar, that is, our hearts, being thus 
sanctified, we may enjoy the happiness 
and benefit of offering peace-offerings and 
thank-offerings fi*om it. For Christ died 
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as the sin-offering, on the day of Atone- 
ment. Such a sin-offering is He to us, 
(v. 1 1, 12.) And as on that day the Altar 
was sanctified by blood, from the defile- 
ment of the children of Israel, in order 
that henceforth it might be fit to receive 
their various gifts and offerings ; so the 
Blood of Christ has sanctified our hearts, 
that we may now be fit to offer our praises, 
and thanksgivings, and obedience, to God. 

The blood of hulls and of goats could 
never confer these blessings in reality; 
and, therefore, they who seek expiation 
in such a way, "have no right to eat " of 
those things whereof f£?6 partake ; that is, 
to render acceptable praise and obedience 
to God. 

However, therefore, the Jews might 
have regarded a crucified Saviour^ the 
only effective atonement was that ap- 
pointed in His death. And the Apostle 
exhorts us not to be ashamed of Him, but 
firmly and fully relying on His expiation, 
to " Go forth unto Him, without the 
camp, bearing His reproach,'' (v. 13). 
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When the blood of the sm-offering had 
sanctified the Altar, the body of the vic- 
tim was carried without the camp and 
bufTied. Now that our hearts, which are 
our Altar, have been sanctified by the 
blood of our sin-offering, it is still our 
duty to attend the body to its burning 
place. 

And as the body of the sin-offering was 
regarded, as judicially polluted^ so Christ 
was judicially polluted for our sakes ; He 
was, moreover, polluted in the eyes of the 
Jews. In going forth to Him, we are, 
therefore, " bearing His reproach," in a 
two-fold sense ; first, as making common 
cause with Him who was reviled and 
despised by His own people; secondly, 
in a more important sense, as being united 
with Him Who was judicially polluted 
with our sins. 

The burning of the body intimated the 
complete destruction of sin, in atonement 
for its guilt. And His being carried out 
of the Camp intimated that the real sinner 
deserved to be cast away from the house 
of God. 
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That our Saviour might completely 
atone for us, it was necessary to suffer 
like the burning victim. And thus it is 
our duty, if we will be saved by Him, to 
go forth to Him where He is burning, 
that is, dying in agony. In that death 
our sins are completely destroyed. His 
body, judicially polluted with our sins, is 
there consumed. Till then, our sins are 
not perfectly removed. Till we have 
burned Him, they are not absolutely van- 
ished. We, therefore, must, in a spiritual 
way, cany Him forth to be burned. That 
is, we must follow Him, by faith, to His 
Cross ; and there in His dying agonies, in 
His expiring pains, believe our sins are 
expiated. 

Another step we have now advanced in 
understanding the great scheme of our 
redemption. We have seen how Christ, 
as the sacrifice for our sins, fulfilled the 
mighty work of expiating our guilt. We 
now perceive the scene of His labours. 

We see ourselves embraced within the 
Court of God's house ; though as yet not 
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within the house itself. Heaven is above 
ns, and we are assembled beneath it. There 
God manifests Himself in all His infinite 
splendour. In Him ^^ Mercy and truth 
are met together^ righteousness and peace 
have kissed each other." " God is light ; 
and in Him is no darkness at all/' 1 
John, i. 5. Hhib prayers of all flesh ascend 
to Him, and He hears them. Psalm Ixv. 
2. Thither, too, we long to rise, into 
" His presence, where there is fulness of 
joy," and to ^'His right hand," where 
" there are pleasures for evermore." 

But our iniquities have separated be- 
tween us and our God, and our sins have 
hid His face from us. In the immeasur- 
able stream of His mercy, the eternal 
Son, our sacrifice, sprinkles our heart 
with His Blood, andbemg thus expiated, 
we are sanctified, and have boldness to 
enter into the Holiest by the Blood of 
Jesus. 

The Tabernacle, as it stood in the 
desert, represented, how beautifully ! the 
dwelling place of God. With its curtain 



d by Google 



THB SHiJ>OW AlTD THS STTBBTAjrOB. 121 

of rainbow hues, it foretold His promise 
to spare us from a flood more terrible 
than that which once overwhelmed the 
world. And as it^ curtain of silky goat's 
hair, of brightest white, sparkled in the 
sun, how well it told of the brilliant 
dwelling of Jehovah, beyond the clouds ! 

When we shall have entered Heaven, 
we shall be in the city of our God, Such 
is the city ^*we seek.'' But now we 
are only pilgrims ; and our Church is but 
a camp. Over the dreary desert of this 
life, we tread our weary way. And 
though ^'The preparation of the Gospel 
of peace " can never wear out ; nor our 
feet swell while we wear its sandals ; yet 
do we faint and stumble many a time, as 
if our strength were languishing, and our 
spirits were drooping to their death. 

Oh, how we want "That Rock" to 
follow us, and "The Living Bread" to come 
down from Heaven! Oh, may we all 
eat that "living Bread," and drink of that 
spiritual Rock. Jesus is that living 
bread; and that Rock is Christ. Then 
p 
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we ^^ shall hunger no more, neither thirst 
any more ; for the Lamb which is in the 
midst of the throne shall feed us^ and shall 
lead US nnto living fountains of waters : 
and God shall wipe away all tears from 
our eyes." 



We have now seen how the Son of God, 
in order to carry out the grand scheme, 
decreed in the eternal council of Jehovah, 
became the sacrifice for pur sins. We 
have further learned how, His purpose 
being to raise us from this earth, and 
restore us to Heaven, the sacrificial cere- 
monies appointed under Moses, prefigured 
that work ; as far as the vicarious nature 
of His death, and the place to which He 
intended to bring us, are concerned. But 
a most important part of His office re-^ 
mains still to be explained ; that of His 
High Priesthood. 

Long before the institution of the Law ; 
even from eternity, as we remarked, the 
redemption of this world, was committed 
to God the Son. 
F 2 
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Bnt previous to His appearing^ in 
order to carry out this work, the Law of 
Moses was instituted for the purpose, as 
the Apostle teaches us, of foreshadowing 
or representing the manner in which our 
salvation was to be effected by our 
Mediator. 

Not only does the Apostle declare the 
Law to be "useless and unprofitable," 
but the inspired writers of the old testa- 
ment also, repeatedly assert the same 
thing. Considered by itself, it was there- 
fore always regarded as of no possible 
efficacy, to that for which it seemed to 
be appointed. " To what purpose is the 
multitude of your sacrifices unto me? 
saith the Lord : I am full of the burnt- 
offerings of rams, and the fat of fed 
beasts ; and I delight not in the blood of 
bullocks, or of lambs, or of he-goats.*' 
Isaiah i. 11. But regarded in its true 
light, a provision for the purpose of pre- 
figuring, sacramentally, the work of our 
redemption by Christ, its use was invalu- 
able, its institution was glorious. 
I 
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There can not be an exact literal re- 
semblance between any pictnre^ and that 
of which it is a picture. And so there 
can not be an exact literal resemblance be* 
tween the sacrificial rites and the work of 
Christ. But in all pictures we expect a 
general resemblance. And, therefore, in 
. reading the sacrificial Law, we expect it 
to set forth, in a broad general way, the 
work of Christ. And this is what, in fact, 
the Apostle intimates, when he speaks of 
" the Law having a shadow of good things 
to come." The shadow means the bare 
outline of an image. 

Such was the resemblance between 
the sacrifices and the death of Christ; 
such was the resemblance between the 
Camp and the Church of Christ; and 
such now will be the resemblance be- 
tween the priesthood of old, and that of 
Christ. 

And in approaching this part of our sub- 
ject, we meet with peculiar difficulties. 
For the Priesthood of Christ was doubly 
represented. It was represented by MeU 
^^isedec and Aaron . 
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In two respects it was represented by 
the Priesthood of Melehisedec. And 
those two points are dwelt on by the 
Apostle with earnest emphasis. We are, 
therefore, to be particularly careful to 
observe the resemblances here. The first 
point of resemblance consisted in the 
perpetuity of their Priesthoods. Melehis- 
edec was "a Priest for ever;'' so was 
Christ. This is mentioned several times. 
It is a fact that He wishes us, therefore, 
to remember specially. Christ never 
ceases officiating as our High Priest. 

Bearing this in mind, whenever we 
require a true Priest, may we not well 
adopt the Apostle's words and say, '^ Lord, 
to whom shall we go? Thou hast the 
words of eternal life." 

The second point of resemblance con- 
sisted in their being untransferable , or 
untransmissible. When Aaron died, one 
of his sons succeeded him ; and the Priest-^ 
hood was thus trans/erred or transmitted 
from one to another. But no one succeed- 
ed Melehisedec. The Priesthood was 
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never transfered from him to any one. 
And in the same manner^ no one succeeded 
Christ; nor has His Priesthood been 
transmitted to any one; ^^This man, 
because he continueth ever, hath an un- 
changeable Priesthood." (ch. vii. 24.) 
That is, a Priesthood which can not be 
transferred. 

In describing the High Priesthood of 
Christ, the Apostle begins, as we now do, 
by comparing that of Melchisedec withHis. 
And, after describing it by that of Mel- 
chisedec, he explains it then by that of 
Aaron. The old testament says very 
little of Melchisedec. In fact the Apos^ 
tU teaches us more than the old testa-- 
ment itself does. This he was enabled to 
do, of course, on account of his being 
inspired. 

Without reverting to the old testament, 
we shall, therefore, find sufficient in this 
Epistle, to explain the resemblance in this 
instance. The Apostle teaches us that, 
all along, God intended to do away with 
the Priesthood of Aaron ; from the fact of 
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His promising to raise up another Priest, 
after the order of Melehisedec. For, 
with such a Priest, the laws must be either 
violated or abolished. 

And this is shown also, by the fact, 
that our Lord, who was the Person fore- 
told, did not spring out of the tribe of 
Levi, but out of that of Judah. 

The Apostle then teaches us what he 
means by our Lord being a Priest, after 
the order of Melehisedec. And we learn 
that he does not mean that our Lord 
sprung out of the family of Melehisedec ; 
or that there was a certain succession of 
Melchisedeccian Priests, of which our Lord 
was a member. In fact, if the Priesthood 
of Melehisedec were limited to any 
family, it would be as impossible for our 
Lord to be a Priest of that order, as of 
Aaron's. Our Saviour could not be a 
Priest of either order, in any way, but in 
a resemblance in th6 nature or manner 
of His office. Only in either of these 
ways could our Lord be a High Priest of 
one or both these orders. 
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It was in reference to the nature of His 
office, tliat our Lord was represented by 
the Priest Melehisedec. And when it is 
said He was a High Priest, '^ After tiie 
order of Melehisedec^'^ the meaning is. He 
was made a Priest of an order similar to 
that of Melehisedec. That is. He under- 
took a Priesthood similar in its nature 
to that of Melehisedec. The nature of 
His office was a perpetual and an im- 
transmissible Priesthood. 

And such was Melehisedec. He was 
^^ Made like unto the Son of God," (ch. 
vii. 8.) we are told. That is, he was 
specially raised up, and his Priesthood re- 
corded in scripture, in order to represent 
the Son of God. And to that end he 
^^ Abideth a Priest continually ; " (ch. 
vii. 3.) without interruption^ perpetually. 

Melehisedec also had no successor ; in 
order to shew that the Son of God could 
not be succeeded in His office by any 
one. If our Lord were succeeded in 
His office by any one, then it could not 
be said, " He is able to save them to the 
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uttermost, that come unto God by Him ;" 
for sumers would then come unto God, 
not by Him, but by them who should 
succeed Him. But Christ, we are told, 
^^is able to save them to the uttermost 
that come unto God by Him," as their 
Priest f " seeing He ever liveth to make 
intercession for them." He lives for ever, 
so that He can always intercede for them." 
Our Lord, thus, is a Priest, after the 
order of Melchisedec. Oh, that we might 
habitually confide in Him as our only, our 
all-sufficient, our all-merciful Priest. Is 
He not lowly enough ? is He too high for 
us to approach Him? see Him dying 
in degradation ; see Him enduring con- 
tempt and shame. There is sympathy 
for us in Him that another could not 
possibly feel. By His death and passion, 
by His agony and crucifixion, by His 
cruel mockings and scourging. He pos- 
sesses sympathy that another never 
can possess for us. But let the positive 
declaration of the word of God dispel 
for ever every lingering doubts "This 
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man, because He continueth ever, hath 
an unchangeable Priesthood." 

One after another, the sons of Aaron 
died. And the very fact of their thus 
dying, rendered it impossible for them to 
be perfect Priests. And with the doom 
fixed, since the fall, on man, no order of 
men can be found free from that imperfec- 
tion. There can be, therefore, no real 
Priest but one ; that is Christ. And so 
long as Christ can peform the duties of 
our Priest, no proper reason can be as- 
signed for our seeking for any other 
Mediator. 

Day after day the sons of Aaron oflfered 
sacrifices. And the very fact of their 
offering those repeated sacrifices, proves 
the insufficiency of their Priesthood. 
Heb. ix. 27 ; x. 1. In this respect, also, 
no order of men can be perfect Priests at 
the present day. And, therefore, Christ 
is the only Priest that can realy and truly 
officiate for us ; for He needs no repe- 
tition of sacrifices to expiate our guilt. 
But, since the order of Aaron was subject 
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to all those infirmities and insufficiencies^ 
it could not represent the High Priest- 
hood of our Lord^ who, in discharging 
that gracious office, is subject to no in- 
firmities, and is deficient in nothing. 

The Priesthood of Melchisedec bore a 
closer resemblance to that of our Lord. 
But, though specially raised up for the 
purpose, and though his acts were speci- 
ally recorded in scripture, he could not, 
and no man could, bear a perfect resem- 
blance to our Saviour. As far as he 
could be a type, so far God mercifully set 
him before us. 

In the nature of his office, that is in 
the order of his Priesthood, he was a 
good type of our Great High Priest. As 
he was not restricted to times and days 
in appearing before God, whereas Aaron 
was restricted in those respects (there be- 
ing only certain days, and certain times of 
the day, in which he might enter into the 
presence of God), Melchisedec, first of all, 
prefigured the perpetual Priesthood of 
Christ. Christ is a perpetual and con. 
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stant Priest. Night and day, and every 
moment of each, He performs the merci- 
ful work of interceding for us, and atoning 
for our iniquities. And, until this world 
comes to an end. He shall continue thus 
engaged. Uninterrupted, and unceasing, 
is the work which He executes for us. 

As, again, Melchisedec had no successor 
in his office, his Priesthood not being 
transmitted like AarofCs, from him to 
another, and to others in succession, in 
this second point, also, Melchisedec pre^ 
figured Christ, who has no successor, and 
whose Priesthood can not be transmitted 
to any one. 

When, therefore, the Lord undertook 
our cause, and volunteered to rescue our 
fallen race, a perpetual and untransmissa- 
ble Priesthood devolved on Him. In 
order to explain to us, how that office 
should be exercised, the Lord specially 
raised up Melchisedec; appointed him 
His Priest, with permission to approach 
Him at all times, and without allowing 
him a successor. 
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And^ although a succession of Priests^ ^ 
such as Aaron's^ was necessary^ for many 
reasons, those two most important parts 
of our Lord's Priesthood, its perpetuity 
and untransmissibility, could not be pre- 
figured in such a succession. And, there- 
fore, a distinct person was set apart, and 
to him were granted those momentot^s 
characteristics. All that was effected by 
the Aronic Priesthood, as a type of 
Christ's, was effected by that of Mel- 
chisedec also. But those characteristics, 
which were peculiar to Melchisedec, could 
not have been sustained by the Aronic 
Priests. The Apostle, therefore, teaches 
us that Melchisedec's was a better and a 
higher Priesthood. Of such an order 
our Lord would be, " The LORD hath 
sworn and will not repent. Thou art a 
Priest for ever, after the order of Mel- 
chisedec." 

While men were very few in number, 
every one was his own Priest. But that 
was only in the very first age after the 
fall. Thus we find Cain and Abel exer- 
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cising that office for themselves. Bat^ as 
men increased, it became necessary to 
divide offices and labours. And so one in 
each family or tribe became Priest for the 
whole. The election of the individual 
depended, of course, on many accidental 
circumstances. And, as kingdoms and 
nations sprung up, with governments, 
more or less, of an orderly character, laws, 
varying according to those governments, 
appointed the offices of religion. 

When the Almighty selected the Israel- 
ites, to be the depositaries of the truth, 
till the time should come to spread the 
truth through every region of the earth, 
among the numerous important Laws, by 
which He declared they should be gover- 
ned, those which respect the Priesthood, 
are not the least remarkable. In fact, 
the Apostle tells us, the Priesthood was 
the principal feature in it. "Under it 
the people received the Law.'' (ch. vii. 
11.) The people received the Law under 
it, in two respects ; the moral and civil 
Law, were interwoven with the sacrifi- 
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cid Laws, which were the most promi- 
nent ; and^ also^ the Priests were charged 
with magisterial authority. 

Till the appointment of a King^ the 
Israelites were under the immediate 
government of God, whose ministers dis- 
charged all the duties of Priests, legis- 
lators, and magistrates. These offices 
were separated in the establishment of a 
kingly government. They are united in 
our Redeemer again ; but, as He Himself 
tells us, not with reference to this 
world. 

The Levitical Priesthood, however, 
was not instituted solely for the benefit 
of the Jews. Connected with its insti- 
tution, was a purpose much more exalted 
and comprehensive, than any with which 
they were acquainted. For this reason, 
they possess for us the greatest interest ; 
they were instituted with the special 
design, of prefiguring the mighty work of 
Christ. They are thus our interpreters 
of many vital doctrines, in the scheme of 
our salvation. Considered in that light, 
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no language can express their value 
to us. 

While Melchisedec was raised up for 
the purpose of explaining the nature of 
our Saviour's Priesthood^ Aaron and his 
sons were appointed for the purpose of 
teaching us the manner in which Christ 
executes that office. This was the pecu- 
liar privilege of the Levitical Priesthood. 
To the Laws regulating the Levitical 
Priesthood, we, therefore, refer for a satis- 
factory description of the manner in which 
our Lord mediates for us, as Priest. 

" In the 28th of Exodus, we read the 
first designation of Aaron and his sons, 
to the Priest's office. And, afterward, the 
whole tribe of Levi were consecrated to 
the Lord, by a noble act of zeal, which 
they performed. And at last (Numb. i. 
51., and many other places) it was made 
capital for any one else to officiate in the 
Tabernacle, but them only." Bp. Pa- 
trick. 

Moses describes in order, first, the 
garments peculiar to Aaron and the 
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Priests; next^ their consecration and 
anointing to office ; and then the manner 
in which they were to execute their 
vaiions duties. With the Levites, gener- 
ally, we have no concern. Their conse* 
oration to office, and their office itself, 
were essentially diflferent from that of the 
Priests. The Priests alone, were types 
of our Lord. The dresses worn by the 
Priests, especially by the High Priests, 
were very remarkable. It will not, of 
course, be necessary to institute a simili- 
tude, between every part of their dress, 
and some part of the office or duties of 
our Lord. For example; some parts 
such as the drawers, which every Priest 
was obliged to wear, when officiating, 
were only intended to avoid indecency. 

^* The High Priest had some garments 
peculiar to himself, which none of the 
other Priests might wear. They were 
the breast-plate, the robe, the ephod and 
the plate of gold; four in number. 
There were four more he also wore, but 
they were common to him with the other 
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Priests, viz, the coat, the drawers, the 
girdle, and the bonnet. Their bonnets, 
indeed, and his mitre, were of a different 
form ; yet they are not considered by the 
Jews as distinct vestments, being both 
coverings of the head." (Bp. Patrick.) 

These garments were kept in the 
Tabernacle, and were only worn when 
the Priests were engaged in their sacred 
duties. They then put on the drawers, 
of course, first ; then the broidered coat ; 
a close linen garment, with sleeves, cover- 
ing the whole body, and beautifaUy 
adorned. This was fastened to the body 
with a girdle, of the same material. Such 
a girdle was rather a sash, knotted in 
front, and hanging down to the feet. A 
linen bonnet, or turban was then put on ; 
and thus the ordinary Priests Were com- 
pletely dressed for their duties. 

After putting on these garments, the 
High Priest arrayed himself, in such as 
were peculiar to him. And these were, 
indeed, all of a most beautiftd and impo- 
sing description. A robe of blue, was 
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the first garment which he put on, in 
addition to the former. Shaped like 
the coat, but without sleeves, it was 
adorned in the most attractive manner. 
To the hem were attached bells of pure 
gold, and artificial pomegranates of blue, 
purple, and scarlet wool or linen. There 
were attached in succession, "A golden 
bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell 
and a pomegranate, upon the hem of the 
robe round about." Exod. xxviii. 34. 
The bells were expressly designed to 
make a tinkling noise, so that it might 
be known when the High Priest was 
entering, and coming out from the hal- 
lowed presence of Jehovah. Over the 
robe were placed, the ephod and breast- 
plate. These were always together, the 
breast-plate being fastened to the ephod. 
The ephod seems to have been made 
expressly, for the purpose of supporting 
the breast-plate. It was a short garment, 
extending a little below the waist, of the 
same shape throughout, and held up by 
strong shoulder pieces, made expressly 
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for that purpose. It was of linen like 
the rest; and was fastened to. the waist 
by the curious girdle or sash of the ephod. 
On each shoulder-piece, was an onyx 
or sardonyx stone ; a precious stone of a 
brilliant orange or yellow colour. The 
names of the Twelve tribes were graven 
on them ; six on one, and six on the 
other stone. They were set in gold, and 
supported the breast-plate which was 
bound to them with gold chains or cords. 
The breast-plate was a square piece of 
linen, and purple, and blue, and scarlet, 
and gold cloth ; fastened through a gold 
ring at each comer to the shoulder stones 
above, by a gold chain* or cord ; and to 
the girdle beneath, by a blue, silk ribbon. 
Twelve of the most precious stones that 
are found in the world, were set in gold 
on this breast-plate, in four rows ; such as 
the diamond and emerald. This was 
called " The breast-plate of judgment," 
because, by it, the High-priest learned 
the judgment or decision of the Lord, 
when he consulted Him on important 
occasions. 
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For these, among many reasons, we 
may believe these precious * stones, and 
" the Urim and the Thummim" to be one 
and the same. The words Urim and 
Thummim signify Light and Perfection, 
just such names as would be applied to 
the brilliant breast-plate. " There is not 
the least intimation in scripture what the 
Urim and the Thummim were, not any 
direction given for the making of them." 
(Bp. Patrick.) But they appear to have 
been a most remarkable part of the High 
Priest's dress. They must have been, 
therefore, too well known to need de- 
scription,* or else they were but another, 
name for the stones in the breast-plate. In 
a description so particular in details, the 
former is most unlikely; and therefore, 
we receive the latter supposition. What- 
ever they were, they were directed to be 
put in the breast-plate. And they are 
spoken of in the same terms as the pre- 
cious stones. Thus, it said, after des- 
cribing the manner of setting these stones, 
^^ Aaron shall bear the names of the 
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children of Israel in the breast-plate of 
judgment upon his heart.'' Ex. 28, 2&. 
And of "The Urim and the Thummim," 
we read, likewise, " They shall be upon 
Aaron's heart when he goeth in before the 
Lord ; and Aaron shal^ bear the judgment 
of the children of Israel upon his heart, 
before the Lord continually." Ex. 28 — 30. 
It may be, that those names were given 
to the brilliant stones in the breastplate^ 
from the manner in which they manifested 
the will of God, or from their very splen- 
dour and costliness. Light and Perfec- 
tion they were> in either or both of these 
senses. 

The last ornament was the Gold Plate 
on the mitre or bonnet. On this were 
engraven these words, " Holiness to the 
Lord." It was fastened on the forehead 
by a blue ribbon, tied behind the head. 

Having washed themselves first, the 
High Priests and the other Priests pat on 
those garments, in the order described, 
and stood before Moses. And with oil, 
consecrated to that purpose^ hence called 
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holy oil^ Moses annointed Aaron and his 
sons to their offices. When all this was 
accomplished^ they stood before the Lord, 
ready to carry out the great purpose for 
which they were raised up ; namely, to 
represent the great work which the Son 
of God was coming to perform, as the 
Priest, the propitiating Mediator for the 
sins of the world. 

The Laws regulating their office, are 
briefly these. As soon as God ordained 
that a certain family, that of Aaron, 
should be His Priests, He strictly com- 
manded that none else should perform 
these sacred functions. Numb. iii. 10. 
In the Priest's duties were comprised, the 
offering of all sacrifices, gifts, and oflfer- 
ings whatever, on the Altar and in the 
Tabernacle. The Altar of bumt-oflferings 
could be approached only by them. The 
incense, also, it was alone their duty to 
present. The blood of sin-oflferings they 
sprinkled on the Altar, in the Tabernacle, 
and on the people. And while the peo- 
ple were permitted to stand within the 
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courts and observe some of those duties 
performed, none dare perform them, but 
the Priests. 

The Tabernacle, divided into two parts, 
was appropriated only to them ; only the 
inferior Priests, and the High Priest, being 
permitted to enter the Jirst part, which 
they did every day ; (Heb. ix. 6.,) the 
High Priest alone, being permitted to 
enter the second or Holy of Holies, (Heb. 
ix. 7.,) which, however, he could do but 
once a year. 

In every day services, the High Priest 
was dressed in his most splendid attire ; 
but, strange to say, on the great day of 
atonement, he was dressed like an ordi- 
naty Priest, (Lev. xvi. 4.,) with this differ- 
ence, his dress was more simple in its 
texture than theirs. Every day the in- 
ferior Priests, in their bonnets, their 
embroidered coats, and their girdles, and 
the High Priest in his gorgeous garments, 
his sky blue robe, with its pomegranates 
and tinkling bells of gold, the Urim and 
the Thummim, the twelve brilliant pre- 
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cious stones on his heart, his ephod, with 
the glittering memorials on his shoulders, 
and his diadem of gold on his head, glitter- 
ing with every flash of the sonbeams, titik- 
fing with every quiver of the goldenbells, 
(how beautiful,how sacred!) performed the 
duties of their high and heavenly calling. 

These garments could only be worn 
while discharging their sacred functions. 
They put them on when they came to the 
Sanctuary, and left them off before they 
departed from it. (Bp. Patrick.) The 
twelve precious stones on the breast-plate, 
and the names engraven on the shoulder- 
plate of the ephod of the High Priest, 
were designed to teach the Israelites that 
he was their Representative, the Dele- 
gate of the twelve tribes : while the dia- 
dem on his forehead proclaimed that he 
was also the Lord's accepted Minister. 

Thus he was, indeed, a Mediator, hav- 
ing the commission of God, and the au- 
thority of the people. The atonement 
was his sacred work, by which, as the 
people's substitute, he propitiated the 
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anger^ or returned thanks for the mercy 
of God ; and as the accepted Mediator 
of the Lord^ his sacrifices and offerings 
were favourably received. 

On all occasions they appeared, by 
their Priest, either as suppliants for m^cy, 
or to acknowledge blessings received. 
And, in every case, the Priest, as com- 
missioned by the Lord, appeared also, to 
proclaim their forgiveness, or to accept 
their offerings. Through him ascended 
the sacrifices and offerings, the prayers 
and praises of the people ; and through 
him again descended the mercy, and every 
good and perfect gift of Him that sat be- 
tween the Cherubim. 



The duties (tf the Priests and High 
Priest, consisted in offering the various 
gifts and sacrifices, appointed by the Law, 
for the people, and for themselves. But, 
the High Priest, with the Urim and the 
Thummim, was allowed the peculiar 
privilege of consulting God on evwy 
important occasion; when God was 
pleased to acquaint him with His will. 
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A few examples will explain the manner 
in which the Priests presented their gifts 
and sacrifices. To atone for his own sins^ 
on ordinary occasions^ the Priest was 
commanded to sacrifice a young bullock. 
Lev. iv. 3. He led the bullock to the 
door or vail of the Tabernacle, in order 
to present him for acceptance^ as his sin- 
oflfering to the Lord. There he stood, 
and in a solemn manner laying his hands 
on the victim's head, transferred his own 
guiltjudicially^tothesin-offiering. Having 
slain the victim, in some part of the courts 
(Bp. Patrick. Lev. iv. 24.,) he brought 
his blood in a vessel, within the sanctuary, 
and with his finger put some of it on the 
golden Altar, and sprinkled it seven times 
before the second vail, the vail of the 
Most Holy Place. Coming forth into the 
Court, he went over to the great Altar of 
the bumt-oflFerings, and poured out all 
the blood, at the foot of that Altar. Then 
cutting off certain parts of the bullock, 
the fat, and the kidneys, and the caul, he 
burnt them on the Altar. And finally, 
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with some assistance, he carried the re- 
mainder of die bullock, to a clean place^ 
outside the Camp, where the ashes, taken 
daily from the Altar, were thrown, and 
there he burnt it to ashes, on billets or 
faggots of wood, no Altar being allowed. 
Thus, he atoned for his sins, and expiated 
his guilt. And the mercy and favour of 
God alighted on him, when the anger of 
the Almighty was endured by a substitute. 

The ceremony was exactly the same, 
when the sins of the congregation were 
expiated, with this difference, that as they 
were the sinners, they laid their hands 
on the victim's head. The elders of the 
people, acted as their deputies on the 
occasion. 

In some instances, the blood was not 
brought within the Tabernacle, but 
merely put on the horns of the great 
Altar, and poured out at the foot of that 
Altar. 

Thus, when a private person sinned^ 
he brought his victim to the Priest, and 
confessing his sins over her, by laying bis 
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hands on her head (for it was a female 
kid or lamb,) gave her to the Priest as 
his sin-offering, to make atonement for 
his guilt. The Priest brought the victim 
and slew her at the north side of the 
Altar. Taking the blood in a vessel, he 
pnt some of it on the horns of the Altar, 
and poured out the rest at the foot of the 
Altar. Then he burned the fat on the 
Altar ; and thus the atonement was 
finished. The rest of the victim belonged 
to the Priest. Lev. vi. 25. He and his 
family eat it within the Court. Lev. x. 
1 3. Numb, xviii. 1 9. The same, in every 
important point, was done in all sin- 
offerings and trespass-offerings. 

Now, while such was the case, on 
ordinary days, there was one day in the 
year on which the sacrifical rites bore a 
remarkable contrast with those already 
mentioned. No one was permitted to 
stand within the Tabernacle on this day, 
while the High Priest officiated. None 
but the Hi^h Priest officiated. That was 
the femous day of atonement. 
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Haying first washed, the High Priest 
dressed himself in the simplest and hum- 
blest form. Divested of his golden crown, 
the glittering memorial stones, his robe, 
his ephod, his girdle, and his flashing 
breast^plate, he performed his solemn 
dnties, in a plain dress of pure and 
unmixed linen ; a linen coat, linen drawers, 
a linen girdle, and a linen mitre. 

Thus dressed, he proceeded to officiate. 
A bullock and two goats were the sin- 
offering with which he was now to make 
atonement. The bullock was for his own 
sins ; the goats for the sins of the nation. 
He led the bullock first, to the Tabernacle, 
and there presented him to the Lord, by 
laying his hands and confessing his sins 
on his head. Setting him aside,, he took 
the goats and presented themtn the same 
manner, confessing on their heads the 
nation's sins. Then casting lots, he 
marked one for slaughter, and the other to 
be the scape-goat. Leaving them, he slew 
the bullock by the Altar of burnt- 
offerings, where his blood was received 
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in a vessel. He went thence to the 
Altar of incense^ and taking some of the 
incense in a censer^ he went to the Altar 
of bnmt-offerings^ whence he took some 
baming coals on a pan. With these he 
entered, for the first time, the Holy of 
Holies ; and mixing both in the golden 
censer (Bloomfield) that stood there, held 
it np smoking before the Lord ; that is, 
the ark where the Lord manifested Him- 
self sometimes. 

Leaving the golden censer in the Most 
. Holy Place, and the other censer in the 
Holy Place, he returned to the Altar of 
bnmt-offering, where he put down the 
the 'fire pan. Then taking the bullock's 
blood, he entered the second time into 
the Most Holy Place, and sprinkled it 
once towards the eastern end, and seven 
^^times towards the foot of the ark. 

Leaving the vessel of blood in the Holy 
Place, he came forth and slew the appoint- 
ed goat, with whose blood he entered 
the third time, into the Most Holy Place, 
and sprinkled it as he did the bullock's 
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blood, before the mercy seat. Then 
coming into the Holy Place, and miidng 
the bullock's and the goafs blood, he put 
both on the horns of the golden Altar 
within the Holy Place ; and coming forth 
he did the same, to the Altar of burnt- 
offerings, (Bp. Patrick,) and poured out 
the blood at the bottom of the Altar. 
The fat of the bullock and the goat, 
he cut out and burned on the Altar. 
Their bodies were then carried forth to 
be burned outside the Camp. 

The High Priest then took the living 
goat, and laying on him his blood-stained 
hands, confessed over him the sins of all 
the nation and himself, and thus, trans- 
ferred them to him. With these sins 
loaded, he delivered him to ^^ a fit man,** 
that is, one appointed for the purpose. 
And that man carried the scape-goat to 
a wilderness unknown, where, with the 
sins of Israel, and Israel's Priest, he 
vanished for ever from the dwelling place 
of God. 

Thus ended the atonement of that great 
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day. The High Priest washed again, 
and then divesting himself of his humble 
attire, resumed his ^^ vesture of golfl.'* 
With festing frames, and ^^ afflicted 
souls/* the nation gathered round the 
Holy dwelling place of Jehovah, observed 
this solemn scene. Their accumulated 
guilt of the passing year, was now being 
expiated. And they who were " Israelites 
indeed,** looked with contrite hearts, but 
a steadfast faith to the means appointed 
for their redemption. Unseen by the 
natural eye, they yet perceived, by the 
eye of faith, the anger of Jehovah, brood- 
ing over the Tabernacle. They watched 
its motion, and saw it burst on the vic- 
tim's guiltless head. Their spirits revived, 
and the Spirit within them ^'Cried, Abba 
Father." ''Israel shall dwell in safety 
alone: the fountain of Israel shall be 
upon a land of com and wine ; also, his 
heavens shall drop down dew. Happy 
art thou, O Israel : who is like unto thee, 
O people saved by the Lord, the shield 
of thy help, and who is the sword of thy 
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excellency? and thine enemies shall be 
found liars unto thee; and thou shalt 
tread upon their high places.** "The 
Sternal God is thy refuge, and under- 
neath are the everlasting arms/* 

The last, but not the least, in^iortant 
office of the High Priest, was that of con- 
sulting and enquiring of God. This he did 
by Urim and Thummim. As the govern- 
ment of Israel was under the immediate 
and sensible control of God, it was neces- 
sary that there should be some means of 
learning His will on important matters of 
State. 

When Joshua died, no one was ap- 
pointed to succeed him, because God 
Himself conducted the government of 
Israel. God, of course, rules all na- 
tions. But He does not interfere sensibly 
in any Kingdom. But in Israel, He did 
so interfere. And on every matter of 
national consequence. His will might be 
precisely known. And thus the country 
was kept in order and protected, although 
it had no visible head or ruler. 
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The High Priest alone had the privilege 
of thus findii^ out the will of God. Dressed 
in his splendid robes, with the Urim and 
Thummim^ or Breast-plate of judgment on 
his breast, he entered into the Holy 
Place, and stood befwe the vail of the 
Most Holy Place ; and there, humbly and 
reverently, enquired the will of the Most 
H%h. And there God was pleased to 
answer him in some sensible or audible 
manner. 

Thus the High Priest could plead for 
the people, and intercede for them. They 
never could be in any great distress, 
without hearing from God the cause ci 
thdr afflictions, and, of course, learning 
how they might be delivered from it. It 
was a provisicm of infinite mercy, and 
significant of the most important matters 
connected with our Great High Priest. 
^^Thou shalt put in the breast-plate of 
judgment^ the Urim and the Thummim ; 
and they shall be upqn Aaron's heart, when 
he goeth in before the Lord : and Aaron 
diall have the judgment of the Children) 
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of Israel upon his heart, before the 
Lord continually." Ex. xxviii. 30. (Bp. 
Patrick.) 

In referring all these things to oar 
Redeemer, as we m^ht have seen all 
along, we may now remark ^^that be- 
tween the High Priest and the inferior 
Priests, there was no essential difference. 
That there were more victims than one, 
and more Priests than one, appointed in 
the old covenant, was altogether owing to 
the infirmities of human nature. The 
Almighty wished to keep before men's 
minds the great coming event, the sacri-* 
fice of Christ. And for that purpose. He 
instituted, among other things, the sacri- 
ficial rites, in order to prepare their 
minds for the death of their Redeemer. 

As our Redeemer is one, and His 
death was " once for ever" suffered. He 
should have been prefigured by one Priest 
and one victim, without a repetition; 
But, as it was necessary to keep this doc- 
trine before the people, for a lonffperiod, 
a successum of Priests and victims was 
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And as the death of Christ was the 
foundation not only of what the Apostle 
preached^ but also of the whole old cove- 
nant dispensation, as our salvation com* 
pletely depended on the atonement of 
Qirist, in order to make them feel the all 
importance of some shedding of blood, it 
was necessary to have multitudes of 
Priests, and numberless victims. They 
were thus made sensible that, ^^ Without 
shedding of blood is no remission/' That, 
however, they might be accustomed to 
expect some one sacrifice that should be 
offered by one Priest, " once for all," one 
Priest was appointed High Priest. 

But that the High Priest's office was 
essentially the same with that of ordinary 
Priests, may be seen from the fact of 
his wearing his splendid garments on or- 
dinary days, but the dress of a common 
Priest on his own peculiar day, the day of 
atonement. For the day of atonement 
being that of the great national sacrifice 
for the year ; that which decided all the 
rest; which purified the Sanctuary and 
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the Altar, and every thing connected 
with their worship, whatever the High 
Priest did on that day may be regarded 
as essentially characteristic of him. 

Now, on that day, he appeared as a 
simple plain Priest; evidently implying 
that he was no more. On ordinary days^ 
however, he appeared, in the most im- 
posing habiliments. But the rites which 
he performed on those occasions, were 
essentially similar to those of an ordinary 
Priest. 

The Holy and Most Holy Place also, 
were equally in kind, though not in de- 
gree, symbolical of heaven. 

Thus we can more easily understand 
the formal distinction made between the 
High Priests and the inferior Priests, and 
between the Holy and Most Holy Place. 
The Lord intended to prepare our minds 
for one Sacrifice, once offered, by one 
Priest propitiating one God. Hence, on 
ordinary days, the High Priest was 
dressed in those magnificent clothes, tlmt, 
amidst the multitudes of Priests, the wor- 
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shipper's eyes might be attracted to one 
object, whose single work3 on a future 
day, would be equal to all the sacrifices 
then being offered. But, on the extraor- 
dinary day, when there was no object but 
one to look to, then he appeared as an 
ordinary, and more humble than an or- 
dinary Priest, shewing that what he did 
was essentially the same as that performed 
by ordinary Priests; and thus teaching 
us, that a single Priest could effect all 
that their numberless sacrifices were 
directed to. 

These remarks are necessary to wh«t 
we shall now say. The Apostle calls our 
Lord a Priest, and a High Priest, indis- 
criminately ; and teaches us that, equally 
in His character of Priest and High Priest, 
He was of the order of Melchisedec, and 
represented by the Aaronic Priests, in the 
manner of officiating. 

The pure white linen of the High 
Priest prefigured the spotless holiness of 
Christ. Heb. vii. 26. Oh, how superb- 
ly is our Priest adorned! Heaven with 
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its azure sky, is the ^^Robe'* that clodies 
His glory, and ^^ He decks Himself with 
majesty and excellency." The nmnes of 
His people are written on His ^onlders; 
and when He treads the Court of Heaven, 
they flash and glitter with beams of 
celestial splendour. But His glory arose 
from shame. In His hands and feet are 
the blood-stained names of His eleqt; 
^^ Behold I have graven them on the 
palms of my hands.*' 

On His head is a diadem. Oh, with 
what power it endues Him I " The Lord 
our righteousness," (Jer. xxiii. 6.,) are 
the words engraven on it That diad^n 
gives Him the empire of the universe; 
and ^^ At the name of Jesus every knee 
shall bow of things in heaven, and things 
in earth, and things under the earth; 
and every tongue shall confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father." " The government is upon His 
shoulder; He is the Mighty God, the 
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace." 
In all the perfection of Jehovah, Ha 
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shines forth ^^The brightness of His 
Father's glory;*' and to a pure and sin- 
less human nature, He joins the diadem 
of the Godhead. As our Priest He offici- 
ates ; and on His heart light and perfec- 
tion, blaze, and sparkle. Every kindred, 
and tribe, and people, and nation, of 
beheyers, are set like jewels in His soul ; 
"And they shall be mine," He says, " In 
that day when I make up my jewels." 

Lonely, world-despised believers think 
of this. You are a jewd on the heart of 
your Saviour : you sparkle as a gem on 
the breast of your Redeemer. As He 
ascended on high to propitiate for us in 
heaven, fruit of everlasting life, pome- 
granates of eternal joy, were scattered 
on the earth, beneath His feet; and 
music indiscribeable, thrilled through the 
heavenly host, vibrating from the chords 
of grace. His grace, who sits on the great 
white throne. The world sent back the 
echo; the Cherubim and Seraphim stooped 
down to catch the sound; and God's 
great dwelling place was shaken with the 
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Strain^ ^^ Lift up your heads^ O ye gates ; 
and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors ; 
and the King of Glory shall come in. 
Who is this King of glory ? The Lord of 
hosts. He is the King of glory/' 

We come, in fine, to consider Christ as 
our Priest, prefigured by Aaron and his 
8oi)s. "If He were on earth," says the 
Apostle, "He should not be a Priest, 
seeing that there are Priests that offer ac* 
cording to the law." Heb.viii.4. Not that 
He performed nothing of His Priestly 
office on this earth; but that in any 
earthly Tabernacle He could not be a 
Priest. The only earthly Tabernacle 
established, or allowed by God, was that 
in which the Aaronic Priests officiated. 
And in that none but Aaronic Priests 
could officiate. 

And as our Saviour could not be a 
Priest in any earthly Tabernacle, much 
less could any one else. And the Aaron- 
ic priesthood being established, and the 
Melchisedeccian Priesthood not being 
transmissible, there is now no Priest but 
Christ. 
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As our Priest, He presented Himself 
the sacrifice in heaven, and to be accepted 
as our substitute. And charged with the 
sins of the world, He descended to die. 
" Lo I came to do thy will, O God," were 
the words by which Christ, as our Priest, 
presented Himself as our sacrifice in 
heaven, before He descended to die for 
us. " By the which will we are sancti- 
fied," says the Apostle, "by the oflFering of 
the body of Jesus Christ, once for all." 
" Say ye of Him," said our Lord, 
"whom the Father hath sanctified and 
and sent into the worlds thou blasphe- 
mest ?" John x. 36. 

Thus the Lord was sanctified to be our 
Priest before He appeared on earth. 
Thus was He prefigured by the Priests 
presenting the victim before the Lord for 
acceptance, and confessing over them the 
sins of the offenders, "Every Priest stand- 
. eth daily ministering, and offering often- 
times the same sacrifices which can never 
take away sins. But this man, after He 
had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever. 
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sat down on the right hand of God." 
(ch. X. 12.) 

When our Saviour had suflfered as our 
sin-oflfering, He rose from the dead, in 
order to fulfil His office of Priest for us. 
And when He ascended on high, it was 
as our Priest, in order to present His 
blood, and to intercede for us. The words 
of the Psalmist, so often quoted, refer to 
His ascension. They are prophetic of 
the ascension by which Christ was con- 
firmed in His Priesthood. As do also^ 
those words of the same inspired writer, 
which refer to our Lord's resurrection. 
And as this was effected by the Holy 
Ghost, it was prefigured by the oil with 
which Aaron was consecrated. 

Until He became Man, He was only a 
Priest in covenant, as He was a sacrifice 
in covenant. And that covenant was 
prefigured by the Aaronic Priest, and 
victim presented for acceptance before 
God, previous to sacrificing. In His 
resurrection Christ first acted as Priest. 

He was doubly consecrated to His 
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office^ beside that consecration by coven- 
ant to which we referred. First, in His 
resurrection ; and secondly, in His Mcen- 
Hon. " No man taketh this honour unto 
himself, but he that is called of God, as 
was Aaron. So also, Christ glorified not 
Himself to be made an High Priest ; 
but he that said unto Him, Thou art My 
Son ; to-day have I begotten thee. As 
He saith also in another place. Thou art 
a Priest for ever, after the order of Mel- 
chisedec." Heb. v. 4 — 6. 

The first passage here quoted, was 
prophetic of the resurrection ; the second 
of the ascension. The first is called a 
promise; the second was an oath. They 
were delivered in anticipation of the 
events of which they were prophetic. 
And, therefore, when the resurrection and 
the ascension took place, the promise and 
the oath were virtually given ; so that on 
our Lord's resurrection and ascension. 
He was confirmed in His Priesthood by 
a promise and an oath, not repeated in 
words, but virtually pledged. The resur- 
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rectioii and the ascension were the 
promise, and the oath, in effect. And, 
therefore, we may well say, " We have 
i^ch an High Priest, who is set on the 
right hand of the throne of the Majesty 
on high.** 

When our Saviour arose from the 
dead. He began His Priestly office. His 
work, as we learn from the Aaronic 
Priests, is twofold; propitiation and 
intercession. To propitiate for ns. He 
ascended from this world, and entered 
heaven with His own blood. Having 
procured eternal redemption for the 
whole world, in His death, it is His pro- 
vince to apply the efficacy of His sufferings 
to whomsoever He will. 

Our salvation was completely commit- 
ted to Him ; and the covenant that was 
entered into with Him, to which we 
refered before, engaged to Him, that 
whosoever should be accepted by Him, 
should be accepted by the Father. By 
presenting His blood in heaven, is there- 
fore meant, His claiming the right to 



d by Google 



TBJR SHADOW AJSTD THE SUBSTA17CE. 167 

save whomsoever He will, in virtue of 
tilie original compact. And by applying 
that blood to any Christian in particular, 
is meant. His selection of that individual 
as one of those to be saved by Him. 

The blood of Christ is also, applied to 
the frequent cleansing of our sins, when 
He frequently receives us into His power, 
and shelters us under His Almighty pro- 
tection. ^^Christ being come an High 
Priest of good things to come, by a 
greater and more perfect Tab^nacle, not 
made with hands, that is to. say, not of 
this building; neither by the blood of 
goals and calves, but by His own blood. 
He entered in once into the Holy Place, 
having obtained eternal redemption for 
us." (eh. ix. 11, 12.) 

The second part of His office is that 
of interceding oar pleading for us; pre- 
figured by the High Priest entering the 
Holy Plaee with the Urim and Thummim. 
^^ Seeing then, that we have a great High 
Priest^ that is passed into the heavens, 
Jesus the Son of God,*' says the Apostle, 
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'Met us hold fast our profession. For 
we have not an High Priest, which can 
not be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities ; but was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin. Let us, 
therefore, come boldly unto the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in tim>e of need.'* As in 
their "ftW of need" the Jews had always 
the means of finding out the will of God, 
and of obtaining help from Him, through 
the High Priest entering the Sanctuary^ 
with his Urim and Thummim; so does 
our Saviour stand in heaven always for 
us, ready to supply us with grace and 
mercy, in every time of our need- 

The Urim and Thummim, representing 
the covenant of grace, by which the 
names of the redeemed are set in the heart 
of Christ, and by which he bears them 
constantly on His breast^ are our security 
that He will plead for us in our necessi- 
ties. They are also our security that 
His plea ding shall not be in vain ; " He 
is able to save them to the uttermost that 
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eome unto God by Him^ seeing He e^er 
Ih^gth to tkake iM&tiesmn for them.** 

By Christ dischargmg this offioe for las, 
we are taught that the laercies we receive 
from God, come to xsb through our Priest. 
Whatever blessings we experience, they 
descend on us through Jesus Christ. Our 
daily' and momentary supplies of Grace, are 
all the ejBTects of His pleading for us. And 
it is our duty, as well as our privilege, to 
apply to our High Priest, whenever we 
are in difficulties, or spiritual need ; 
" For we have not an High Priest which 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
inj&rmities.** But, ^^ Having boldness to 
enter into the holiest, by the blood of 
Jesus, by a new and living way, which 
He hath consecrated for us, through the 
vail, that is to say. His flesh ; and having 
an High Priest over the house of God; let 
us draw near with a true heart, mfull 
asmtance of faith'^ 

These are the twofold office which Christ 
as our Priest discharges. He sprinkles 
us with His blood, as the Priest of old 

H 
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sprinkled the Altar; by which we are, 
justified and accepted in the sight of God. 
He presents His blood before God in 
Heaven, by which He claims the power of 
saving every one whom He chooses. He 
pleads for us constantly ; so that we can 
never be without assistance, if we seek 
Him by faith. He is always ready to 
pour down on us the needful help. As 
He said to the Apostle, He says to every 
believer now, *^ My grace is sufficient for 
thee : for My strength is made perfect 
in weakness." 

The resurrection and ascension of 
Christ are our assurance in relying on 
Him to propitiate for us, and to plead 
for us. They were the promise, and 
oath of God ; given and sworn in eflFect. 
And they were given and sworn for this 
purpose, ^* That by two immutable things, 
in which it was impossible for God to 
lie, we might have strong consolation^ 
who have fled for refuge, to lay hold 
upon the hope set before us ; which hope 
we have as an anchor of the soul, both 
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sure and steadfast^ and which entereth 
into that within the vail; whither the 
forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus 
made an High Priest for ever, after the 
order of Melchisedec.*' 



Thus we come to the conclusion of 
our subject. We have traced the Me- 
diation of Christ from its institution to 
its consummation. We have seen how, 
in the eternal Council of the Triune 
Jehovah, the Mediatorial Kingdom of the 
Son was appointed for the glory of God, 
and the salvation of man ; and, in that 
Mediatorial Kingdom, all power and 
ownership, temporal and eternal, over 
us, was surrendered to Christ. 

To carry out that work, it was deter- 
mined that the Son should be our Sacri- 
fice and our Priest; our Sacrifice, that 
He might manifest the righteousness of 
God, while He satisfied their demands of 
His grace : our Priest, that He might 
be able to carry out, in person, the re- 
demption of those that should be finally 
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swed. In His Briertly c&ce^ He is now 
oonsammsitkig i&e great irork whidh He 
vadertook. ^ And, when ;all thiiigs skall 
be sofedned nnto Him, then shall Hie 
Son also Himself be subject onto Him 
that put all things "under Him^ that God 
may bedllin^all.^ 

In Him roasts, xxnnpletely and ^Lciu- 
sively, the jastifiotttion of 42ie sinner. 
Nothing can blot out the greatest, or ithe 
smallest, or any isin, >biit die bkod ^ 
Ohrigt, whicdi '^^Oeanseth «8 from stU 
sin.'' ^^ Nolle can ap^ rthat blood to 
our smftd hearts and conseienees but 
Christ, who hath QSusmchaH^/eMe Priest- 
hood.'' Nor csa any vone pkad for us 
in heaven but Him, ^who ^^£iwr li^eth.to 
make intercession for nis." And, there- 
fore, we are remiiided that, ^^ Sliere is 
one God, and one Maiiatw betwecm 
God ^and ma^, the nmn Christ Jesus ;" 
and our Lord Mimseif says, ^I am the 
wj^, the trutii, .and the life ; no man 
eometh umko the Father, but by J\fe." 

In all His attaibuies as God, ionr JLmrd 
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is infinite. In all His ofl&ces as Mediator, 
He is all-sufl&cient. He needs no medi- 
ator between the Father and Him ; He 
admits none between Himself and us. 
None can be nearer the Father than the 
Son of God, None can be nearer man 
than the Son of man. None can be pre- 
sent to every sinner, in every region, at 
every moment, but Him who is God. 
And Christ is such. He can hear the 
case of every sinner, He can blot out 
the sins of every transgressor. He can 
redeem every soul. He is Almighty to 
save. 

None can apply the blood of Christ to 
every sinner's conscience, and present it 
also in the Sanctuary above, but Him 
who is hejre, and there, and everywhere, 
and can sprinkle our hearts with the 
same hand with which He presents His 
own blood in heaven. None can feel 
such sympathy and compassion for us, as 
He who endured, in His agonies, torments 
sufficient to remove from us the terrible 
pains of hell. 
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And, therefore, nothing can blot ont 
our sins, bat that which can blot ont all 
sin. His ^^ precious blood.** None can 
apply that blood ; none can plead for ns, 
except Him who can sprinkle every one, 
and plead for every one, Christ Jesns 
Himself. 

'^ Faith is the substance of things hoped 
for; the evidence of things not seen," 
says the Apostle. BeUeve all this, for 
which you have the authority of God's 
own word; and then you can realize 
them as evidently as if you saw them. 
Thus Abel, Enoch, and Noah, and the 
other eminent Saints of old, of whom the 
Apostle speaks, realized their hopes, while 
yet alive. They saw them with the eye 
of faith ; " Having seen then^ afar off, 
and were persuaded, and embraced them.'* 
Thus Moses ^^ Endured, as seeing Him 
who is invisible." 

Thus also, may it be our privilege to 
realize our hopes while here. "Here 
we have no continuing city ; but we seek 
one to come." "It is appointed unto 
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men once to die f* and conscience will 
add, if scripture did not, '^ After that, the 
judgment.*' By the same covenant by 
which He undertook the salvation of 
man. He engaged to save all who be- 
lieve on Him, Faith is the condition on 
which alone we shall be redeemed. It is 
the only condition we can make. The 
work itself must all be done by Christ. 
" By grace we are saved, through faith ; 
and that not of yourselves ; it is the gift 
of God; not of works, lest any man 
should boast." And so we can only 
be "justified freely by His grace, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.'' 

Faith implies our belief that Christ is 
all that we have said, and our acceptance 
of Him as all that. It is our persuasion, 
that He is able to save; it is also the 
committal of our souls unto Him, com- 
pletely and exclusively, in order to be 
saved by Him. The Devils believe that 
He is Christ ; but they tremble as they 
do so. But the true believer surrenders 
Himself to Christ in all His offices as 
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Mediator; as his Priest, and Sacrifice, 
and Intercessor ; as his King, his all in 
all. Thns committed, he is no longer 
his own. ''He is a new Creature;*' 
and "The life which he now lives in 
the flesh, he lives by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved him, and gave 
Himself for him." 

By faith he realizes the presence of 
Christy in all His offices, and in all His 
attributes ; as His Mediator, which is, his 
Lord and Owner, his King and Judge, 
his Priest, his Sacrifice^ his Intercessor. 
But in these three last especially, it^is 
His privilege to realize His presence and 
power ; m applying His blood to cleanse 
away his sins, and in supplying him with 
grace in every time of need. '*If we 
walk in the light, as He is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another, and 
the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleans- 
eth us from all sin.** 

Such is the power of justifying and 
saving faith. With such faith^ believers 
of old resigned their spirits. While 
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Christ is consummating His great work, 
and gathering together all His chosen 
ones, previous to the general judgment, 
'^seeing we also are compassed about with 
80 great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which 
doth so easily beset us, and let us run 
with patience the race that is set before 
us, looking unto Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith." 
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O Jesits Chbist ! our only Saviour and our only 
Priest, we worship Thee. Qxiide ns, and guard us, 
and save us throughout this day, from all dangers, 
spiritual and bodily. Grant us every blessing, 
temporal and eternal, by Thy all-sufficient inter- 
cession. Send down Thy Spirit, to keep us &om sin, 
and give us new and holy hearts, that we may 
think, speak, and do what is pleasing to Grod. 
Cause us to rely only on Thy precious blooil, to 
cleanse us from our sins. Whenever we sin, we be- 
seech Thee, turn away Thy Father's anger, and make 
Him foi^ve, and love us. And when the night of 
life is over, save us from the horrors of hell ; and 
raise us by grace to Thyself, the everlasting light of 
heaven, where we shall see Thy face, and Thy name 
shall be in our foreheads, and we shall reign for 
ever and ever, — Amen. 
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O LOBD Jbstjs Chbist, Incarnate Gtod ! wholly 
to Thiae belong the praise and glory of our redemp- 
tion. Thy precious blood alone can cleanse ns from 
our sins, and give us an entrance into the ghttering 
presence of Thy Father. Take us now into Thy 
care ; propitiate Thy Father, and reconcile Him to 
us, Cause His face to shine, and His favour to 
lighten upon us. Expiate our guilt, and by Thy all- 
sufficient sacrifice, wash out our transgressions. 
Give us a firm and an unwavering faith in Thee. 
Cause us, with courage and confidence, always to 
approach Thee in time of need ; and commit our 
cares and fears, our wants &nd wishes to Thy con- 
sideration. Make us continually to realize Thy pre- 
sence at the mercy seat ; presenting Thy precious 
blood as our expiation ; interceding and praying for 
us as our Great High Priest. Pour down upon us 
Thy Holy Spirit, to create and make in us new and 
contrite hearts, and transform us into Thy glorious 
image. And under His gracious influence may we 
worthily lament our sins; may we habituate our- 
selves to a living, an inseparable union with Thee, 
"The way, the truth, and the life," "The author 
and finisher of our faith." Possessing no strength 
of our own, vouchsafe to sustain us by Thy grace. 
And finally enable us to triumph over all the enemies 
of our souls, by Thy victorious power : and leading 
captivity captive, raise us to Thy " presence," where 
there is the fulness of joy, and to " Thy right hand, 
where there is pleasure for evermore." 
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EVENING PRAYER FOR CHILDRBN. 



O JiBStrs Chbist, Almighty Gkxi ! tbe Orood, the 
G^reat, the aoify Shepherd of Thy Father's Sheep ; 
permit us now to sle^. And when our lives come 
to an end, thus let us die. We grieve and mourn 
for all the sins we have done this day. Blot them 
all out with Thy mostf)recioufl blood, and cause Thy 
Father to forgive and love us, that we may caH 
Him our Father also. Our hearts are wicked and 
filthy. Send down the Holy Ghost, Thy Spirit, to 
give us new and contrite hearts, and make us good. 
Teach us to, ask nothing to redeem us but Thy 
sufferings. Give us thankfal spirits : and make us 
to adore Thy heavenly Father for loving us ; Thee 
for dying for us; and the Holy Gospel for sanctifying 
us. And now " We will both lay us down in peace, 
and sleep ; for Thou Lord only makest us dwell ill 
safety." 
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CREATION. 

Solemn thouglit ! that once existed 
Nothing but the Triune LORD : 

In His own perfection rested, 
Father, Spirit, and the Word. 

Awful doing ! Once Oreation, 

By His power, in order stood ; 
Springing from its empty station, 

By the sovereign will of God. 

Sluggish matter, ocean swelling, 
Stars reflecting, suns with light, 

Planets rolling, coinets telling 
Tales of wonder in their flight ; 

Lightning flashing, thunder pealing, 

Earthquakes heaving, storms' fiercer roar. 

These are works, O Grod, revealing 
Dreadful glory, awful power. 

Wondrous wisdom ! Creatures living. 
Breathing, eating, walk, or fly ; 

Creeping, swimming, increase giving. 
Fill earth, ocean, air and sky. 

But surpassing all in wonder, 
Reasoning creatures, we and all 

Those who fill the regions yonder. 
Those who grieve a bitter fall. 

Beason-gifbed, Lord, adore we ; 

Willing or unwilling, thee 
Bless, praise, worship, bow before thee, 

Own thy dreadful Majesty. 

O Jehovah, Triune LORD, we 

Glory greatness give to thee ; 
Wisdom infinite accord thee, 

Mercy, truth, eternity. 
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CHEIST OUR HIGH PRIEST. 



Ik the regions bright. 

Where the Lord resides; 
In the da?;zling light, 

Where His glory hides; 
At the Mercy Seat, 

With His pierced hands, 
And His nailed feet. 

Our Redeemer stands. 

As our Great High Priest 

He presents His blood. 
That, from sin released, 

We may come to God. 
And His side still bleeds 

In effect and grace, 
As He intercedes 

For His chosen race. 

And His blood procures 

Our eternal peace; 
While His prayer ensures 

It shall never cease. 
behevers see 

Tour High Priest above: 
To the Saviour flee 

For the Father's love. 
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THE MEDIATION OF CHBIST. 



The Almiglity Jehovah leaves 

His throne, where in the light gloriously He reigns; 
And in the dying death receives 

The dire punishment due, our many sins and stains. 
Thus, in order to die, He takes, 

And makes one with Himself, body and soul of man. 
Of our weakness He partakes ; 

And, made like us in all things, except in sin, began 
Hb work, which He continues still. ^ 

Our sin-offering He died ; and as our Priest He rosa; 
Intercedes by the Father's will 

For them who in His work only their faith repose. 
O Lord Jesus, our fidth receive ; 

But Thee none can redeem, none can revoke the fall : 
May we only in Thee believe : 

Thou art Prophet, and Priest, Sacrifice, King, and all. 
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THE DEATH OF CHRIST. 



Sayioub, our faith, pierdxig thd nust obscuxmg^ 
Human sight, sees Thee m Thy death endormg^ 
What was ovx due, and by Thy pain procuiing 

Safety for manldnd. 
Sprinkled, Thy blood rescues us firom damnation ; 
Justified thus, only by Thy salvation, 
Pardon and peace, mercy and preservation 

Joyfully we find. 



Jesus ! our lives at Thy mercy we place, 

And crave Thy unmerited love ; 
Nothing we plead, but Thy bountiful grace. 

To enter Thy mansions above. 
Glory and honour, dominion and praise, 

Unli m ited, give we to Thee ; 
Saviour ! receive these, our holiest lays. 

Though poor and unworthy they be. 
Author and Finisher, now, of our fidth 

Art Thou ; The Beginning and End -, 
Trusting and ^4ooking to" Thee, as it saith, 

May we to Thy presence ascend. 
There, mid the brightness surrounding Thy throne, 

Our crowns at Thy feet we shall fling ; 
Saved by Thy mighty atonement alone, 

No other redemption we*ll sing. 
Endless our hymns to Thy name shall arise ; 

To Father and Spirit with Thee : 
Death can ne'er seize us nor sorrow suiprise ; 

Eternally blest we shall be. 

ALBERT RCCKITT, PRINTBR, WI6AN 
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